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MR. HOWARD ROBERTSON, ARA, PRIBA, has been 
appointed a member of the Royal Fine Art Commission. 
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THE BUILDING RESEARCH STATION has formed an 
Architects’ Division which is designed to conduct investigations 
of a predominantly architectural character and to carry out 
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LONDON AIRPORT 


WE commented unfavourably on the temporary 

buildings at London Airport in a leading 
article of May 21, 1948. At that time it appeared 
that, while the temporary building would have to 
expand greatly, some years would elapse before the 
requirements for permanent airport buildings could 
be laid down. A great deal has happened since then 
in the development of passenger aircraft. We have 
witnessed the eclipse of the Brabazon aircraft, 
produced at great expense in development of the 
actual aircraft and in the ground installations and 
runways. On the other hand we have seen recently 
the outstanding successes of the Comet and the 
Britannia as transport aircraft. A great deal of 
research has also been made in runway patterns to 
produce the greatest possible capacity consistent 
with keeping control of capital expenditure on land 
and runway construction. As a result, the final 
pattern at London Airport is to be double parallel 
runways in three directions, and the additional three 
runways north of the Bath Road are not to be pro- 
ceeded with. 


It was being freely said at the time of our leader 
in 1948 that there was no point in attempting to 
design airport terminal buildings until the ground 
performance, size and loading arrangements of the 
trunk line aircraft of the future were known, the post- 
war era being one of great experiment in civil 
aircraft and engines. We are now pleased to find 
that the Ministry of Civil Aviation have bravely 
committed themselves to a programme of require- 
ments for three permanent terminal buildings which 


‘are commented on in more detail elsewhere in this 


issue, and that Mr. Frederick Gibberd has produced, 
as a solution to these complex requirements, drawings 
and models for three buildings which show great 
ingenuity in planning and imaginative handling in 
every way. Although we may be pardoned for 
thinking that there may be many points at which 
planning has had to be empirical, undoubtedly the 
basic circulations have been considered with great 
care and from al] appearances the passenger through 
London Airport will be well satisfied by the direct- 
ness of his route and the convenience of his sur- 
roundings. 


There is yet one aspect of the layout of the 
passenger handling accommodation of which we 
have some doubts. There appears to be no pre- 
scribed area in which a helicopter can alight adjacent 
to, say, an aircraft about to depart to a Continental 
destination and so enable passengers to make that 
quick interchange so advantageous if helicopter 
operation is to be developed. ‘There are two bays 
only for internal services at the end of the south-east 
passenger handling building, and transference from a 
helicopter is presumably at these bays. 


To conclude, there is no standard by which to 
measure the economy of planning which is the key- 
note in buildings provided generally to-day. Thisisa 
venture in which the actual use of buildings will 
prove or disprove many theories. It is a matter for 
congratulation that the scheme shows such a high 
degree of co-operation between the Ministry of 
Civil Aviation in stating the requirements and 
Mr. Frederick Gibberd in producing the solutions in 
the three buildings now illustrated. 
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AN EXPERIMENTAL SCHOOL 


THE correspondence initiated in our columns by Lt.-Col. 

Witts, a Kent County Councillor, on the Wokingham 
experimental school built by the Ministry of Education, has 
served a real purpose in that it brings to light the uneasiness 
which, we believe, is felt by many education committees and 
their architects as to where the experiment may lead. 

So far, let it be made clear, nothing but good is known of 
the Wokingham experiment. In an interim survey made on 
our behalf last year (The Builder, October 24, 1952), Mr. 
Dex Harrison praised the Ministry for taking advantage of 
the conception of modular co-ordination—“ the one avenue 
which shows any hope of a way out of the backward morass 
in which building wallows,” but he added: ‘ The actual 
project that has emerged, the first of a series of building systems 
worked out jointly by the Ministry’s staff and industrialists, 
may not be as perfect as could be wished. Indeed, it shows 
evidence of being based upon an earlier model which was not 
without its faults ; but the interpretations and limitations of 
the system under review are not necessarily inherent in the 
method of modular co-ordination.” 

The aim of the Minister is to get more schools quickly and 
cheaply, and with that laudable object none will quarrel. 
But there is a deep-rooted feeling among educationists that 
before this Wokingham school is passed on to local education 
authorities as an officially approved pattern, it should be the 
subject of analysis by a special examining body set up by an 
independent body such as the Association of Education Com- 
mittees. The Ministry of Education need have no fear of 
bias: there is not an education authority in the country that 
is not concerned to obtain more school places at lower cost. 
If the Ministry believes in the experiment, then it will welcome 
independent appraisal ; this in some form is essential before 
the local education authorities are committed to a change of 
such considerable magnitude and importance. 


A HARSH CONTRACT PROVISION 


A RECENT High Court decision has drawn attention to a 

deplorable feature of the General Conditions of Govern- 
ment Contracts for Building and Civil Engineering Works : 
form CCC/Works/1. Condition 26 (2) of this document 
provides: “‘ Save as above the works and all materials and 
things whatsoever including such as may have been provided 
by the authority on the site in connection with and for the 
purposes of the contract shall stand at the risk and be in the 
sole charge of the contractor, and the contractor shall be 
responsible for, and with all possible speed make good, any 
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loss or damage thereto arising from any cause whatsoever 
other than the accepted risks. . . .” 

In the case of A: E. Farr, Ltd., v. Admiralty the plaintiffs 
had entered into a contract with the Admiralty for the con- 
struction of a destroyer jetty. During the work an Admiralty 
vessel negligently collided with the jetty and damaged it, 
The superintending officer gave the plaintiffs instructions to 
repair the damage, and this was done at a cost of £2,038 12s. 5d, 
The plaintiffs claimed that they were entitled to recover this 
sum either (a) under Condition 7 of the General Conditions; 
or (5) on the ground that the defendants were in breach of an 
implied term in the contract that they would not by their 
servants interfere with or obstruct the execution of the works, 
The action failed. As to (a) Mr. Justice Parker considered 
that the express words of Condition 26 (2)—in particular 
the words, ‘‘ any cause whatsoever ’’—must over-ride Cop- 
dition 7. As to (b) the learned judge commented: “It is 
said, however, that there is an implied term in this contract 
that the contractor should have uninterrupted, undisturbed 
possession of the site, and that accordingly the building owner 
must not come, either negligently or deliberately, and knock 
down the works. It is said that there is such an implied 
term, and that if there is, ‘any cause whatsoever’ must 
be read subject to that implied term. It seems to me that that 
is the wrong approach to the matter. Once one realises that 
Condition 26 (2) must be given the wide construction which | 
think it must be given, then there is really no room for any 
implied term, however it is worded, which in effect destroys 
the *construction ordinarily given to those words.” 

It would hardly be appropriate to consider here how far 
the learned judge took a correct view of the law. In any 
event, unless and until this judgment is disapproved by a 
higher court, it must be regarded as a correct statement of the 
law not only for this particular case but for any other case of 
a similar nature which may arise. Although the particular 
circumstances of a ship striking a destroyer jetty will not 
perhaps be repeated, the possibilities of damage from the 
negligence of a Government department on Government 
contracts are considerable. 

No doubt contractors can in future insure against this type 
of risk, but it seems unfair that the contractor should be put 
at risk in respect of damage resulting from the employer's 
own negligence. It is made worse by the fact that the indi- 
vidual contractor is scarcely in a position to argue with a 
Government department about the conditions of contract. 
It is to be hoped, therefore, that this matter will be taken up 
by the appropriate bodies, and the Government persuaded 
to reword this extremely harsh provision. 





* Weekly Law Reports, 1953, Vol. 1, page 965. 















































THE SALTAIRE ALPACA MILLS, 








NEAR BRADFORD. The centenary ts 
celebrated this week of the opening of the 
- great Saltaire Alpaca Mills — the 
“* enormous establishment erected in the 
valley of the Aire, near Bradford, m 
Yorkshire, by Mr. Titus Salt.’”’ With a 
floor area of about 12 acres contained in 
six storeys, the mill was designed by 
Lockwood and Mawson, architects, m @ 
bold Italian style. The top storey 
: (according to an account in “ The 
=< Builder’? of August 19, 1854, from 





iio | which the accompanying illustration 1s 
es |. reproduced) was supposed to be the 


largest room in Europe “not excepting 
the Long Gallery of the Louvre at Paris. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


THE CHURCHES AND CRAWLEY 


HE Church of England, the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Free 
Churches have agreed to give all possible 
help towards the building up of the 
community life in Crawley New Town. 
This agreement (states the Church Infor- 
mation Board) has been achieved after full 
consultation between the Bishop of 
Chichester, the Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Southwark, and Free Church repre- 
sentatives, and does not touch questions 
of doctrine and worship. Joint approaches 
made to local interests have been cordially 
received. A joint committee of the 
Churches has drawn up an agreed pro- 
gramme of building requirements in 
churches and halls, for religious and social 
work, during the next seven years, with an 
estimate of the amount of money which 
each Church will need from all sources. 
The management committee of the 
Crawley Industrial Group has issued a 
statement to all members of the Group, 
commending the plan of the joint com- 
mittee “‘ to co-operate in a united effort to 
meet the material and non-material needs 
of the people of the new town,’ and has 
promised full moral support. Regarding 
financial help, this statement, which has 
been approved and adopted by the Group, 
includes the following sentence: 
“ Although employers are perfectly free to 
contribute at their discretion, the manage- 
ment committee suggest as a guiding 
principle that a sum equal to 2s. per 
employee per annum is a_ reasonable 
basis.”’ 


“ADVENTURE IN BUILDING” 


“ BriEF City,”’ a film record of the South 
Bank Exhibition, was introduced on 
September 18 to television viewers by 
Sir Hugh Casson. This film was devised, 
financed and sponsored by The Observer, 
the script being produced overnight by 
Sir Hugh Casson and a writer on the 
staff of the newspaper, Mr. Patrick 
O’Donovan. It was actually made in the 
last ten days of the existence of the Exhibi- 
tion, and is the only permanent film record 
of the work of the architects and the 
designers. 

All interested in architecture and build- 
ing have good reason to be grateful to 
The Observer, for the film shows that 
modern architecture and design are not 
necessarily cold and impersonal but can 
be gay and human. Now and again the 
documentary cameramen left the South 
Bank and wandered about London, its 
gardens and parks, and then on returning 
to the South Bank proceeded to show how 
water and trees, concrete and colour and 
pavements and statues can together make 
a pleasant urban scene. As Sir Hugh 
Casson said in his introduction, the Exhi- 
bition was “‘an adventure in building,’ 
but the film, from the viewers’ point of 
view, suffered from. the contrast with 
another feature on the same evening, in 
which Mr. Richard Dimbleby was a more 
natural commentator than those explaining 

Brief City,” and the architectural pic- 
tures of the Tudor mansion of Bisham 
Abbey, of Cliveden, designed by Sir 
Charles Barry, and of Eton were a credit 
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to the BBC cameramen’s selection of 
“‘ shots.”” In comparison, “ Brief City ”’ 
dated. Nevertheless, The Observer ~has 
done a service to posterity by making 
the film record, which should be studied 
by all responsible for the architecture of 
the future. 16mm. versions of the film 
will shortly be available on hire from the 
Central Film Library, Bromyard-avenue, 
Acton, W3. 


BRS ARCHITECT’S DIVISION 


THE Director OF BuILDING RESEARCH 
has now announced the formation, as from 
August 1 last, of a separate Architect’s 
Division. Hitherto architects on the 
Station staff generally worked individually 
in the scientific and information divisions. 
While some will continue to work in this 
way, the remainder will form the nucleus 
of the new division which is designed 
to conduct investigations of a predomin- 
antly architectural character and to carry 
out experimental building work incidental 
to the Station’s other research require- 
ments. Amongst the new division’s first 
commitments is the study of modular co- 
ordination and its implications for building 
design and construction. 

Mr. William Allen, ARIBA, has been 
appointed head of the division and Mr. 
S. Meyrick, ARIBA, is to be deputy head. 
Mr. Allen will also be responsible for 
professional matters affecting the entire 
architectural staff of the Station except 


that of the Colonial Liaison Officer’s 
section. 
RFAC APPOINTMENTS 

Mr. Howarp’ RosBeErTson, ARA, 


PRIBA, has been appointed a member of 
the Royal Fine Art Commission in. succes- 
sion to Mr. Edward Maufe, RA, FRIBA, 
whose term of office has expired. Mr. 
Henry Moore has been reappointed a 
member of the Commission on the 
expiry of his term of office. 


ARCHITECTURAL PHOTOGRAPHY 


A LARGE NUMBER of entries have been 
received for the Exhibition of Architec- 
tural Photography which is to be shown 
at the Royal Institute of British Architects 
from October 9 to 29 (Mondays to 
Fridays 10-7; Saturdays 10-5). The 
exhibition has been sponsored jointly by 
the Royal Institute and the Royal Photo- 
graphic Society as a contribution to the 
latter’s centenary celebrations. 

The exhibition will be divided into two 
sections: (A) Historical Architectural 
Subjects, and (B) Contemporary Architec- 
tural Subjects, and both monochrome and 
colour prints and transparencies will be 
shown. The Earl of Rosse is to open the 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 

INSTITUTE OF MUNICIPAL BUILDING MANAGEMENT.— 
Mr. T. Sibthorp, FRIBA will read a paper on the 
RIBA Form of Contract. Building Centre, Store- 
street, WC1l. 6.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF QUARRYING.—Annual conference. 
Imperial Hotel, Blackpool. Continuing until October 1. 

EccLESIOLoGIcAL SocieTy.—‘ Our Future—An 
Architectural Message,”’ by Professor A. E. Richardson, 
RA, FRIBA, 2, Bloomsbury-square, WC1. 6.30 p.m. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 


ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SocIETY.—Chairman’s 
address by Mr. Howard Long.  “ Regent House,’’ 
St. Phillip’s-place, Colmore-row, Birmingham. 6 p.m. 
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exhibition which is likely to make an 
appeal not enly to architects and photo- 
graphers but to all those interested in any 
way in the recording of buildings. A 
hand-book is being prepared in connection 
with the exhibition which will contain 
the names and addresses of exhibitors. 


IUA CONGRESS 


THE President of the Portuguese Re- 
public, General Craveiro .Lopes, has 
inaugurated in Lisbon the third congress 
of the International Union of Architects, 
which is being attended by 500 delegates 
from 31 countries. The United Kingdom 
delegates include the president of the 
International Union of Architects, Sir 
Patrick Abercrombie, FRIBA, Mr. Hart- 
land Thomas, OBE, FRIBA, Mr. C. H. 
Aslin, CBE, FRIBA, Professor Gordon 
Stephenson, FRIBA, and Mr. Godfrey 
Samuel. There are six Russian delegates, 
headed by the architect, Mr. Zakhrov. 


ST. CLEMENT DANES 


Mr. W. A. S. Ltoyp, MBE, FRIBA, 
of Messrs. W. Curtis Green, RA, Son 
and Lloyd, has been appointed architect 
for the restoration of the bombed church 
of St. Clement Danes, Strand, which will 
become the RAF Church. When rebuilt, 
the church may conform more closely 
than before to its original Wren design, 
and the rebuilding advisory committee 
appointed by the Air Council wants old 
prints or drawings of the church to help 
Mr. Lloyd in preparing his plans. 


LMBA MEDALS 


OwINnc to changes in the official engage- 
ments of the Lord Mayor and the Bishop 
of London the date of the presentation of 
the LMBA medals for 1953 has had to 
be postponed to Monday, November 2. 

The ceremony takes place in Gold- 
smiths’ Hall, and the Bishop of London 
is to present the medals. The Lord 
Mayor is to preside. Last year the 
LMBA medals were presented by the 
Duke of Edinburgh. 


CITY ENGINEER, SHEFFIELD 


Mr. Henry Foster, Deputy City 
Engineer at Sheffield, has been recom- 
mended for appointment as City Engineer 
and Surveyor and Town Planning Officer 


to that authority. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, September 24, 1853. 


FIRE-PROOF CEILINGS.—A_ correspon- 
dent suggests to builders that in erecting 
houses they ought to make the ceilings 
not ignitable, as they are when the plaster 
cracks and loosens and the laths take fire. 
He remarks that some years since a fire- 
preventive plaster was patented which 
he saw resist flame on Kennington- 
common. There is a patent in which 
woven wire is used in place of laths, and 
we took care to bring it before our pro- 
fessional readers some years since, and, 
in consequence, it came at length to be 
extensively used abroad. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Messrs. R. T. DAY AND PARTNERS, chartered quantity 
surveyors, anmounce that their Brentwood office 
been moved from 44 to 77, High-street, Brentwood. 
The telephone number remains unchanged (Brentwood 
2522). 
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“She’s so interested in the new 
airport buildings that that’s 
the fifth plane she’s missed !”’ 











CORRESPONDENCE 


THE WOKINGHAM SCHOOL 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The letter from Mr. W. L. 
Allinson, assistant private secretary 
to the Minister of Education (sent to me 
on August 28 and published by you in 
your issue of September 18), I find most 
disappointing in that, first, it affords yet 
another instance where a person, by quot- 
ing only a “ selection ’’ of his records, is 
able to present a case far more to his 
advantage than by quoting the lot; 
second, in that if he had quoted his earlier 
records and also consulted his colleagues 
of that time, he would have found that 
the suggestion of erecting an experimental 
school came in the first instance from Kent. 
The very fact that the site was selected to 
be in Kent by the then Board of Educa- 
tion amply confirms this, particulariy 
when one bears in mind the vulnerability 
to air attack of that county and the wide 
open spaces elsewhere quite free from the 
risk of bomb damage. 


The reason why the erection of an 
experimental school in 1944 was first 
mooted was that it became apparent at 
that time that the new Act was largely 
framed on the assumption that this 
country would come out of the war in a 
far richer state than it had ever been 
before—a misjudgment that apparently 
took some years to be appreciated by the 
minds of the education theorists in White- 
hall. It was felt that a building based on 
this Act should be erected as soon as 
possible to bring these facts to light, and, 
by bringing about reduced standards, 
prevent vast sums of money being wasted. 
The existence of these luxury standards 
of the 1944 Act is admitted by Mr. Allinson 
when he states that the scheme was 
abandoned owing to its very high cost. 


In view of this one may ask why did 
not the theorists at the then Board of 
Education appreciate the fact that these 
figures showed quite clearly that the 
standards of the Act were too high and 
take steps immediately to get them lowered 
instead of wasting time and money on 
Bulletins and other literature over the 
intervening years until, ten years later, 
this experimental school was built? The 
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Ministry of Education officials pat them- 
selves on the back for their initiative in 
designing and erecting this experimental 
school ; in the opinion of many they 
should be patted a bit lower down and a 
bit harder for their earlier inactivity to 
save the ratepayers’ money. 


In conclusion, Sir, I reiterate the opinion 
that the expensive experiment of the 
erection of the Wokingham School with 
the ratepayers’ money should, now it is 
completed, be “ vetted’’ and reported 
upon by an outside and unbiased group 
of expert educationists and architects, 
and its report published. If this had been 
done in the cases of the Ground Nuts 
scheme and the Brabazon aeroplane and 
hangar, the public would have been saved 
many millions of money. Ifthe Ministry of 
Education is confident of the soundness 
of its experiment, it should welcome such 
an inquiry. C. S. F. Wirts, 

Kent County Councillor, 

Margate East Division. 


30, Omer-avenue, Margate. 


INTERPRETATION OF RIBA 
FORM OF CONTRACT 


To the Editor of The Builder 


1R,—The opinion given by ‘‘N.P.G.”’ in 
your issue of September 18 is, I feel, 

a little wide of the mark. 
Clause 21(a) 3 of the Conditions of Contract 
states that no sub-contractor shall be employed 


(unless the architect and contractor otherwise - 


agree) who will not allow 2} per cent. cash 
discount for payment in accordance with the 
conditions. It does not state, neither is it 
stated elsewhere in the contract, that if the 
contractor accepts a nominated _ sub- 
contractor’s quotation which does not allow 
such a discount, then an equivalent sum shall 
be added in the final account. If a contractor 
is instructed to accept a net quotation from a 
nominated sub-contractor he should, unless 
prepared to forgo the discount, decline to 
place the order unless the quotation is 
amended. This point has already - been 
considered by the Joint Contracts Tribunal 
and they have issued Practice Notes Nos. 19 
and 24: dealing with it. 

If therefore a contractor tenders for work 
for which prime cost or provisional sums are 
included in the bills of quantities, and in 
doing so is to be regarded as being placed in 
the position of a nominated subcontractor, he 
must obviously include such sum as he 
considers necessary to compensate him for 
the loss of the cash discount which he would 
have received from a nominated  sub- 
contractor. Otherwise if his tender were 
accepted he would have to ask for it to be 
increased to allow for the discount which he 
should have included (which is absurd), 

I agree with N.P.G.’s answer to the second 
part of the question. As regards profit this 
point is clearly covered by clause 24(e) of 


the conditions. 
G. W. Situ, AIQS. 
26, Elmgate-gardens, Edgware. 


° 


SALT-GLAZED PIPES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Generally speaking, salt-glazed 
pipes are graded by the manufacturers 
into three categories, i.e., throwouts, 


seconds, and best. Throwouts are exactly 
what the term implies, and are usually 
broken up. Seconds are those which are 
obviously defective and irregular in shape, 
but considered usable for the purpose 
of carrying surface water only, whilst 


September 25 1953 


the “‘ best ’’ are those which are apparently 
sound, true in size and shape. In this 
sense the “ best’’ are, in fact, the best 
quality. 

This original grading is, however, not 
sufficiently accurate to guarantee that 
“best”? pipes fall within the tolerances 
permitted by the BSS, and the pipes which 
are to be sold under the “‘ Kite Mark” 
are therefore gauged to ensure that they 
comply with the specification in ll 
respects. Independent of this dimen- 
sional test, the specification calls for a 
hydraulic test—5 per cent. in the case of 
‘** British Standard’’ pipes and 100 per 
cent. in the case of “ British Standard 
Tested ’’ pipes which are tested at works. 

In my opinion, Mr. Simmons is wrong 
when he implies that—because the speci- 
fication calls for only 5 per cent. to be 
tested in the case of ‘‘ British Standard ”’ 
pipes—only 5 per cent. need be capable 
of withstanding the test. It is intended 
as a spot check, at a relatively small cost, 
to make reasonably sure that the whole 
lot will stand the test. 

The main difference, then, between 
“best’’ quality pipes and “ British 
Standard ”’ pipes is that whilst the former 
have been selected “ on sight,”’ the latter 
have been gauged for size and shape, and 
have been spot-checked hydraulically. 

Wo. WaApDswortTu. 


17 Rotheram-avenue, Luton. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
New Church, Sighthill 


URTHER DETAILS are now avail- 
able, in the shape of the conditions, of 
the limited competition for the new 
church of St. Nicholas and ancillary 
buildings at Sighthill, Edinburgh, pro- 
moted by the National Church Extension 
Committee of the Church of Scotland. 
The competition is open only to architects 
resident in Scotland, and the conditions 
lay down that in the event of a non- 
registered person being placed first he 
shall be required to associate himself for 
the carrying out of the work with a 
registered architect. 

Professor Robert H. Matthew, CBE, 
ARIBA, Mr. Harry Taylor, ARIBA, and the 
Rev. Professor J. G. Riddell, DD, are assessors. 
Premiums of £750, £450, £300, £200 and 
£100 are offered, and copies of the conditions 
and site plan are obtainable on deposit of £2 
from the Rev. Ivan F. Tibbs, MA, Church 
of Scotland Offices, 232, St. Vincent-street, 
Glasgow, C2, to whom designs must be sent 
not later than January 30, 1954. Questions 
must be asked by October 15. 

The site plan shows a rectangular piece of 
ground of one acre, bounded on one side by 
an arterial road. ‘The building is to be the 
parish church for a new housing area of up 
to 10,000 persons. The money available for 
building, layout, fencing and fees is £45,000, 
but this will not include the organ or the 
manse. Plans should show designs for 4 
church to seat not less than 550 persons, 
with vestry of 150 sq. ft. and session house 
of 400 sq. ft. ; large (2,200 sq. ft.) and small 
(600 sq. ft.) halls and kitchen and cloak- 
rooms ; church officer’s house ; and manse. 
The.promoters have no preconceived idea of 
the design of the church or its situation on the 
site. ‘The main doorway should be a feature 
of the exterior design with perhaps some 
symbol to indicate that the church has been 
erected by children’s gifts. 
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Site layout. Below : Plan of Central Terminal area. 
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ary 

- Mr. Frederick Gibberd’s 

nd, Designs for New Permanent 
cts Terminal Buildings 

ons 

on- Reviewed by JAMES BUCHANAN, 
he FRIBA, AMTPI, AA.Dipl., who was 
for attached to the Ministry of Civil Aviation 
from the RAF at the end of the war to 
study atrport building requirements. 


BE, 
the t Nee plans and models of the three 
ors. Airport buildings displayed at a 
and conference at Ariel House on Septem- 
- ber 16, presided over by Mr. A. T. 
& Lennox-Boyd, Minister of Civial Aviation, 
eet, showed something of the complexity of 
ent tequirements of airport layout and of 
ons terminal buildings. Mr. Gibberd’s solu- 
tions to these requirements were most 
of clearly presented in the drawings and 
by models now illustrated—(1) Control Build- 
the ing ; (2) the Passenger Handling Building ; 
up and (3) Apex Building (Aircrew and Pub- 
be lic Facilities). 
the The planning of the South-East Pas- 
ra senger Handling Building—for the man 
ns, who pays and who is apt to get restive 
mn ifhis perambulations are long drawn out— 
en appears to be exceptionally well considered. 
Se. The passenger coming from London 
of enters the Passenger Handling Building 
the from airline coach as shown in section on 
ure page 464, and goes up by escalator through 
me the Customs, Immigration and Health 





een Circulation into the aircraft waiting room. 
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Composite photograph of models of control, south-east face and eastern apex buildings, in just relationship. 


From there he proceeds to the aircraft 
by walking across a bridge and down a 
ramp to the aprons. Tickets and reser- 
vation are generally dealt with in the 
town airline office. Baggage is taken 
at ground level. by conveyor from the 
coach arrival point to the Customs, and 
then to the aircraft. The passenger by 
private car checks in at the central entrance 
(see ground-floor plan, page 461); 
his baggage is trucked to Customs along 
a transverse route and thence to the air- 
craft. The lavatories are conveniently 
placed off the waiting room in each of the 
ten passenger channels—a not unimpor- 
tant point. For outward flights—where 
Customs, immigration or health are not 
involved—presumably passengers could 
be brought by coach to the air side of the 
building. 

The passenger will be in the open from 
the ramp’s end to the aircraft; pre- 
sumably alternatives to give full cover 
from weather have objections which out- 
weigh the obvious advantages. 


The use of mechanisation for the bag- 
gage route for coach passengers is a big 
step in the right direction to speed up 
movement and relieve the passenger 
routes of trolleys, tractors and the like. 
Whether the passenger, particularly the 
inward, will arrive at the right time and 
place for examination will be a matter of 
internal organisation; the main point 
is that the inward aircraft passenger will 
be channelled through a separate route 
to a unit of Customs, Immigration and 
Health officials for clearance and not, as 
in the earlier days, to one central hall 
where in peak periods it was usual for 
passengers to exceed the services. 

The aircraft load in ‘‘ penny packets ”’ 
(to quote the Minister, who gave acknow- 
ledgment to Sir John D’Albiac for the 
apt phrase) is the basis of the planning, 


and there is flexibility to allow the use of 
two channels for especially large flights. 
Ancillary accommodation for passengers 
—restaurants, bars, shops, hairdressing 
rooms, postal facilities, etc.—are all there 
and easy to see and reach from the con- 
course. 

These buildings, estimated to cost 
over £3 millions, will supersede the Bath- 
road building used for short-haul traffic 
and a large part of the existing temporary 
airline and airport accommodation ;_ they 
are estimated to be completed by January, 
1956, but the control tower has priority 
to finish in July, 1955. They appear to 
provide fitting accommodation for one 
of the world’s greatest airports. What 
actual accommodation will be required 
in thirty years’ time is anybody’s guess, 
particularly when we bear in mind that it 
is only fifty years since the first heavier- 
than-air flight. We are told that, gener- 
ally, all services for the buildings under 
review are contained in ducts or work- 


ways, and, with a steel-framed structure 
with a.12-ft. grid, there should be 
ample margin for adapting space and 
altering services ; in fact, the amount of 
room for Immigration and Health in a 
building dealing with short-haul traffic 
seems large, and the storage spaces in the 
ground floor of the Passenger Handling 
Building also seem rather over-generous. 

The elevations and general treatment 
of the buildings are as fresh and pleasant 
as we should expect from Mr. Gibberd. 
Especially one may praise his handling 
of the Control Tower block, rising to 
120 ft., and its relation to the Tunnel 
Entrance and the buildings of the 
perimeter. He has also provided pleasant 
spaces overlooking the apron for those 
“seeing off’? and for the public who, 
when the buildings are completed, will 
obviously visit in large numbers to enjoy 
the movement of aircraft. 

The completed permanent building 
will no doubt have a psychological effect 





The model of the central block, showing south-east aspect. 
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on the visiting public. They will be very 
pleasant and interesting buildings, and the 
feeling of permanence will increase the 
wish to travel by air. 


Notes and Details 


THE CONTROL BUILDING 


BESIDES CONTROLLING all movements the 
control building will also contain the 


headquarters of airport management, aero-— 


nautical telecommunications, the medical 
centre, restaurants and_ staff welfare 
facilities. 

The building is arranged in a T-shaped 
plan with a control tower, 122 ft. 6 ins. 
high, at its fulcrum. Restaurants are 
grouped with the kitchen in the leg of 
the T to the south side. 

The control tower, in plan, consists of 
two intersecting trapeziums with stair- 
cases between them and a central services 
core. The core extends to the full 
height of the tower and contains the lifts, 
ventilation trunking and the pneumatic 
tube and cable duct. Underneath all 
control rooms there will be a false floor 
in which cables and tubes can be run from 
the vertical duct to any position in the 
room thus ensuring flexibility in the layout 
and ease of maintenance of technical 
equipment. The penthouse on the roof 
will be the aerodrome control room and 
from it an all-round view of the airport 
is obtained. 

The height of the approach control 
room is to be 15 ft. in order to accommo- 
date a control information panel. The 
control room will be cantilevered out 
beyond the face of the tower and enclosed 
with glazing sloped to avoid reflection 
on the three remaining sides. 

A mezzanine gallery will run round the 
window line and will be in direct con- 
nection with the seventh floor. This will 
be arranged so that one half is enclosed 
by windows to form a balcony inside the 
room overlooking the control panel and 
the other half an external balcony over- 
looking the airport. 


SOUTH-EAST FACE PASSENGER 
HANDLING BUILDING 


This building is sited opposite the south- 
east terminal apron, and is connected to 
the adjoining eastern apex building by a 
bridge at roof level for spectators and a 
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gallery on the air-side at first-floor level 
for passengers. 

The main function of the building is 
to provide for the handling of incoming 
and outgoing passengers and their luggage. 

The Continental section of the building 
is planned at first-floor level as a series of 
transverse bands, containing respectively 
the Concourse, Customs, Immigration, 
Health and Waiting Rooms. Ten parallel 
passenger handling channels cut through 
these bands at right-angles between the 
land-side and the air-side of the building. 
Each channel is served by a baggage con- 
veyor belt running beneath the first floor 
except in the Customs Hall where the 
baggage is brought up for inspection. 
Stretching the whole length of the building 
is a Customs barrier which the general 
public cannot pass. 


The whole of the ground floor of the 
building is given over to the handling 
of baggage, the accommodation of tech- 
nical staff and equipment, and the prepara- 
tion of food and other services. ‘The first 
floor is given over to passengers. On the 
second floor there will be office accommo- 
dation for operating companies, an exten- 
sion of the main concourse and a restau- 
rant, as well as roof gardens for the general 
public. The upper floors are planned 
as a series of terraces for spectators. 'The 
main function of handling passengers is 
concentrated on the first floor. 


The main concourse occupies the heart 
of the building at first- and second-floor 
levels. At first-floor level are airline 
counters, shops, post and cable offices, 
buffet and lavatory accommodation. At 
second-floor level a balcony lounge over- 
looks the main concourse, and a restaurant 
with lounge bar overlooks the airfield. 
The lavatory accommodation is repeated 
at this level with more shops, hairdressing 
saloons and cloakrooms. 


EASTERN APEX BUILDIN G 


This building is sited midway between 
the two terminal aprons on the north-east 
and south-east faces of the central area. 
It fulfils two major purposes—the handling 
of aircraft operations and crews and the 
provision of amenities for the public. 

Facing the public entrance will be 
placed the memorial to Alcock and 
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Atlantic crossing in 1919. Mr. William 
MacMillan, RA, is the sculptor. The 
public entrance is on the land-side of the 
building with a Post Office for the genera! 
use of the airport and a News Cinema, 
The staircase for spectators leads direc 
from the main entrance hall to the 
Exhibition Hall at first-floor level. At 
the end of the Exhibition Hall on the left 
are turnstiles for spectators going to the 
roof gardens and terraces and on the right 
is the foyer to the public Grill Room. The 
Hall opens out into a large roof garden 
over the north segmental area; there js 
a similar roof garden over the south 
segmental area. Accessible from the 
Exhibition Hall and cantilevered out over 
the airfield is the restaurant accom. 
modation for the general public. 

The whole of this block has been 
specially designed to give the best possible 
view of the airfield from its fully glazed 
and curved window wall. The Grill Room 
on the south side of the restaurant block 
will have a stepped floor to give a clear 
view of the airfield from all tables. 


CONSTRUCTION 


All the buildings are designed on a 
grid of 12 ft. with a steel-framed main 
structure, on which are hung the external 
walls of brick, stone or glass. The floors 
and roofs are, for the most part, precast 
units and the remainder are normal 
reinforced concrete construction. 

The Customs Hall in the south-east 
face building has a roof construction of 
exposed welded ‘‘ Portal’’ trusses and 
beams. 

False ceilings are provided throughout 
most of the buildings to house ventilating 
ducts, service pipes, cables, pneumatic 
tubes, etc. 

The buildings are sealed as far as 
possible from external noise, and control 
rooms and offices have double-glazed 
windows. 

Special acoustical treatments and 
finishes are used in the control room and 
telecommunications rooms, and absorbent 
materials in other parts to reduce the 
internal noise level. 

Artificial ventilation is provided to all 
public rooms and all internal parts of the 
building on an inlet and extract basis, 
air conditioning is provided to the control 
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Diagrammatic sections of flow of passengers and luggage through typical channel of south-east face passenger-handling building. 
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View of model of the eastern apex building from the air, looking north. Below: Ground-floor plan. 
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View of the south-east face passenger building from the land side. 


rooms in the central building, and Grill 
Room and Cinema in the eastern apex 
building. 

Heating according to the suitability is 
either ceiling or floor panel, with radiators 
in offices served via heat exchangers from 
the central high pressure hot water 
system. A high standard of artificial illu- 
mination has been designed for all parts 


w 


according to their use. 

The architect for the scheme is Mr. 
Frederick Gibberd, FRIBA, MTPI, and 
the Director-General of Works, Air 
Ministry, is responsible for construction. 
The consulting engineers are Sir William 
Halcrow and Partners, Messrs. G. H. 
Buckle and Partners, and Messrs. Ewbank 
and Partners. The quantity surveyors 


Below : Ground-floor plan. 


are Messrs. Ryder Hunt and Partners 
(Central Building), Messrs. E. C. Harris 
and Partners (South-East Face Building) 
and Messrs. Franklin and Andrews 
(Eastern Apex Building). The main 
contractors are Messrs. Redpath, Brown 
and Co., Ltd. (steelwork) and Messrs, 
Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd. 
(foundations and building work). 
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Side elevation. 


A FACTORY ON THE BEDE TRADING ESTATE, JARROW 


Architects 
SPENCE & PRICE, AA.RIBA 


Quantity Surveyors Consultant for Concrete Work Heating and Lighting Consultants 
MARTIN & FELTON C. V. BLUMFIELD CAIRNS & BYLES 
Builders 


HOLLAND & HANNEN AND CUBITTS 


Front elevation. 
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HIS is an extension of an existing factory which is 
used for the manufacture of pharmaceutical products. 
The original factory was built in 1947 and was a steel- 
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Main entrance. 


roofed with a series of shell-concrete barrels each 30 ft. 
wide by go ft. long; the two supporting columns below 
each valley are 54 ft. apart and the 18 ft. lengths of barrel 


September 25 19353 September z 


framed structure. The extension was planned in 1949 beyond the columns are cantilevered, thus giving uninter- 
and, owing to steel shortages, it was decided to adopt a_ rupted glazing along both side walls. Each barrel has a 
reinforced concrete construction. The factory itself is large top light 36 ft. by 6 ft. The roof has a 2 in. screed 
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Stairs in entrance 


hall. 





of vermiculite and two layers of bituminous felt. All roof the floor is terrazzo laid in situ. 'The total cost of the building 





lights and the continuous windows of the factory are formed 
with patent glazing. The factory floor is granolithic 
incorporating a hardener. ‘The office block has a r.c. 
frame, the first floor and roof being of hollow tile construc- 
tion spanning the full width of 22 ft. and giving flat ceilings 
with no beam projections. It is divided up with glazed 
partitions to form research laboratories. ‘There is a 5 in. 
thick screed of light-weight concrete to house services and 
drainage channels and the floor finish is Rhodesian teak 
wood blocks. Externally, the panels between ground and 
first-floor windows are Westmorland slate. In the entrance 
hall the staircase is formed with precast r.c. treads and 
risers, the treads being covered with precast terrazzo slabs; 


was £54,000 and it was completed in 15 months. Following 
is a list of the sub-contractors :— 

Steel windows and control gear, Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd. ; 
concrete roof lights, Lenscrete, Ltd.; patent glazing, Mellowes and 
Co., Ltd. ; roller shutters, Haskins ; felt roofing, Ruberoid Co., Ltd., 
Westmorland slate, C. S. Ormerod, Gosforth; electrical installation, 
Fairbairn and Co., Ltd.; heating installation, G. N. Haden and Sons, 
Ltd.; hardware, N. F. Ramsay and Co.; sanitary fittings, Shanks 
and Co., Ltd.; terrazzo and wall tiling, Commercial Marble and 
Tiles, Ltd., Newcastle ; wood block flooring, F. H. Thompson and 
Sons, Newcastle; Accotile flooring, Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; 
veneered panelling, Thompson, Eyres and Clunie, Ltd., Newcastle ; 
ventilation ducting, Thermotank, Ltd., Jarrow; plastering, D. and J. 
Crombie ; scaffolding for shuttering of shell roofs, Sterling Foundry 
Specialties, Ltd.; staircase balustrade, M. Aynsley and Sons. 


Entrance hall look- 
ing towards inquiry 
office. The panelling 
is in alternating 
strips of natural 
and_ grey-stained 
sycamore - veneered 
plywood. 





A FACTORY ON THE BEDE TRADING ESTATE, {ARROW 
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General view from approach road. 


WATER TREATMENT WORKS, ARDINGLY 


For the Mid-Sussex Joint Water Board L 
. ; tre 
Consulting Architect — tie 
JOHN A. STRUBBE, ARIBA to 
Engineer to the Board Consulting Engineers is ; 
W. H. ASHMOLE, MIMunE, MIWE HERBERT LAPWORTH PARTNERS 
Builders 





E. H. MUNNION, LTD. 


View of main entrance. 
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Detail of entrance porch. 


i 1949 the Mid-Sussex Joint Water Board, after At about the same time the Crawley Development 
surveying their existing resources and probable Corporation, finding that the proposed Weir Wood 
trends of future consumption, decided that an addi- reservoir could not provide any water until 1954 or 
tional source would be required within a few years later, pressed the Water Board to proceed with the 
to meet the needs of a growing population and greater construction of their proposed new works as soon as 
consumption due to the sewering of several villages possible and before the Board would otherwise have 

















in the district served by the board. proceeded. ‘The object of this was to enable the 
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A view showing main pump 
house (left). Main entrance 
is to the right. 


Water Board to supply water to Crawley, particularly 
in the years 1953 and 1954, by which time the new 
population at Crawley would be requiring water 
before the Weir Wood reservoir was available. 

Accordingly the Board obtained an Order in 1950 
enabling it to proceed with the construction of the 
Shell Brook Scheme (here illustrated). 

The main buildings are designed in modern style, 
and so constructed that in the event of a collecting 
reservoir being built in the future necessitating 
additional pumping and treatment plant to cope with 
the additional water, extra filters can be added and an 
extra floor added over the main pump house without 
adversely affecting the design or proportions of the 
existing buildings. 

The whole building, including filters, is founded on 
a concrete raft and is constructed of Dorking varie- 
gated bricks with artificial stone dressings, reinforced 
concrete porch canopies and precast hollow concrete 
roof units. The main entrance, porch, office and 
conveniences are situated on the south side. The 








sliding doors at the east end open on to an elevated 
platform to facilitate the off-loading of chemicals, etc. 
The sedimentation tanks on the north side which are 
entirely of reinforced concrete are shaped like inverted 
pyramids, the points of which are about 14 ft. below 
ground level. Owing to the unstable nature of the 
subsoil at this depth, the excavations had first to be 
lined with brickwork to stabilise the sloping faces of 
the soil while the concrete was poured. 


The scheme also included a precast prestressed 
concrete bridge, which was one of the first of its type 
to be constructed in this part of the country. Following 
is a list of the sub-contractors :— 


Electrical work (building), H. Galliers, Ltd., (plant)» 
City Electrical ; windows, Williams and Williams, Ltd. ; 
precast concrete roofing, Concrete, Ltd. ; artificial stone, 
Kendell’s Stone & Paving Co. ; bricks, Sussex and Dorking 
Brick Co. ; wall tiling, Hall and Co. ; asphalt, South Asphalte 
Co., Ltd. ; access road and bridge, H. Pannett, Ltd. ; 
pumping and treatment plant, Candy Filter Co., Ltd. ; 
pumping main, Wm. Press and Co., Ltd. 


A general view 
of the interior of 
the pump house. 


WATER TREATMENT WORKS, ARDINGLY 
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OBITUARY 
ERICH MENDELSOHN 


R. ERICH MENDELSOHN, whose 

death, at the age of 66, is reported 
fom San Francisco, was one of the 
joneers of the modern movement in 
architecture. In Germany, his native 
country, and later in this country, he 
designed numerous public and_ private 
buildings in which he made full use of 
steel, glass and ferro-concrete. 


Departmental stores all over the world 
were influenced by his Schocken stores at 
Chemnitz, and elsewhere, and not least 
in England where the influence may be 
traced in the London Peter Jones’ building, 
ad in other big shops. Among his 
important works are the De La Warr 
Pavilion, Bexhill; the Luxor Palast, 
(formerly Universum Cinema), Berlin ; 
the Government Hospital, Haifa; and 
the University Medical Department, 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Mendelsohn was born at Allen- 
sein, East Prussia, in 1887, the son of a 
German-Jewish merchant. In 1907 he 
made a false start at the University of 
Munich, studying economics, but a year 
later he entered the Berlin Technische 
Hochschule as an architectural student. 
After two years there he worked for a 
further two at the Munich Technische 
Hochschule, graduating as an architect in 
1912. 


He served during the war on the Rus- 

jan and Western fronts. In the spring 
of 1919 he staged an exhibition called 
“Architecture in Steel and Reinforced 
Concrete’? at Paul Cassirer’s Gallery. 
His first important work, built in 1920-21, 
was the Einstein Tower at Potsdam, 
designed specially to further Professor 
Einstein’s researches. 


In 1923 Mendelsohn made his first 
visit to Palestine, to design a power station 
atHaifa. ‘The next year brought his first 
tip to America. In 1925 the Soviets 
invited him to design a factory for the 
Leningrad textile trust, and he spent some 
time in Leningrad in that year and the 
next. The period from 1924 to 1928 saw 
the completion of many ‘big shops and 
twn-planning projects, including the 
Herpich fur store, Berlin, the Schocken 
stores at Nuremberg, Stuttgart, and 
Chemnitz, the Jews’ cemetery at KOnigs- 
beg (blown up by the Nazis in 1938), 
and a street of shops, a cinema, flats, etc., 
for the Woga Company in Berlin. 

In 1929 he was an invited competitor for 
the design of the Palace of the Soviet, at 
Moscow, but was unsuccessful. 


In 1931 Mendelsohn visited England as 
the guest of the Architectural Association, 
and went to Corsica on a French project. 
In March, 1933, in view of the anti-Jewish 
ativities of the Nazis, he settled in 
England, going into partnership with 
Professor Serge Chermayeff, FRIBA. 
At first he had only permission for a short 
stay, but, largely through the instrumen- 
tality of Professor C. H. Reilly, Sir Giles 
Gilbert Scott, and Sir Ian MacAlister, he 
received a five-year permit, and became a 
taturalised British citizen in 1938. 


In 1934 Mendelsohn and Chermayeff 
sored an initial British success by winning 
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the competition for the De la Warr 
Pavilion at Bexhill. The partnership 
went on until the end of 1936. He was a 
man with a quiet sense of humour. Thus, 
when going over Liverpool Cathedral 
on one occasion he is said to have remarked 
““I was delighted to see the medieval 
stonemasons at work, helped by two 
charming little medieval cranes.’ 

Between 1934 and 1938 Mendelsohn 
carried out a great deal of work in Palestine. 
He also got out a planfor the develop- 
ment of the White City site at Shepherd’s 
Bush, and a scheme for a garage, hotel, 
and shops at Blackpool. 


COLONEL 3. O. B. HITCH, FRIBA 


WE ANNOUNCE with regret the death, 
which occurred suddenly on September 15, 
of Colonel John Oliver Brook Hitch, 
MC, FRIBA, of Hadley Green, Barnet. 


ROBERTALEXANDER REID, ARIBA 


WE REGRET to announce the death, which 
occurred at Emmer Green, Reading, on 
September 14, of Mr. Robert Alexander 
Reid, ARIBA. He was 86. 


SOCIETIES 
RICS 


Surrey County Branch Activities 


THE FIRST MEETING of the new session of 
the Surrey County Branch is to include an 
address by the president, Mr. G. A. Coombe, 
MC, FRICS. The meeting will be held at 
the Lion Hotel, Guildford, on October 2, 
at 7.30 pm. An informal dinner at the hotel 
will precede the meeting. 


INSTITUTION OF 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 


July Examination Results 


[THE Institution of Structural Engineers 
have issued lists of the successful can- 
didates in the July examinations as follows: 


GRADUATESHIP EXAMINATION 


T. H. Barneveld, R. Bartley, R. G. Biss, D. Bradley, 
P. R. Brett, K. B. Bromige, I. D. Burnell. T. E. 
Burton, L. R. Carnan, V. W. Chorley, J. A. Clark, 
T. J. Connelly, J. F. Corbett, S. H. Coverman, J. H. 


Cross, J. E. Czoske. 

C. W. Dorey, H. W. J. Dunn, G. C. Egwuatu, 
C. R. Ellerington, G. W. E. Feakes, G. Freestone, 
J. M. Hawkes, R. A. Hookham, K. Hunter, C. O. 
Idowu, P. Jablonski, J. O. Kalnins, T. Kay, N. Kirby. 

P. Morgan-Green, L. W. Myers, A. B. Nash, R. W. 
Newby, A. Parish, J. D. Pinkney, W. Pivirotto, A. 
Pringle, M. J. J. Reffitt, K. Sharples, R. W. Silber, 
F. A. Smart, R. C. H. Smith. 

R. L. Taratula, D. Thomas, P. Todd, B. G. Under- 
wood, R. A. Vickers, A. H. Wagner, P. E. Wellings, 
L. R. Wilks. P. F. Winfield, A. J. Wing, G. Wingate, 
M. W. T. Woollard. 


ASSOCIATE-MEMBERSHIP EXAMINATION 


S. Adasko, J. E. Anderson, J. Bailey, R. C. Beck, 
P. F. Binder, D. Bond, P. Boswell, B. A. Bowering, 
C. A. Brown, D. H. Brown, L. Bullock, W. C. Cobb, 
G. E. Conway, F. Coppen, J. S. Cording, L. 
Creighton. 

J. G. Dickinson, R. Drummond. M. H. Evans, 
L. T. Farmer. E. O. O. Fasehun. G. Gaunt, S. W. 
Gawler, T. R. Hall, J. Hansen, M. M. Haque, S., J. 
Hinder, I. M. Holmes, H. P. Holt, R. A. Huggins, 
J. K. Jackson, A. V. Joshi. 

C. J. Kirkman, A. C. Krarup, A. B. Leach, F. E. 
Lewis, R. V. C. Loadsman, D. J. Longman, P. B. 
Lord, J. R. M. Macintyre, P. A. Masters, G. E. 
Mayo. W. R. Milligan, D. B. Morrell, D. A. Morris, 
W. Murphy. 

K. A. Overton, D. J. F.. Parsons, L. B. Power, 
S. G. Preece, M. J. Puller, Pun Yin Keung, J. F. 
Purvis, R. G. Rae, L. J. Raggett, W. Redlich, T. W. 
Riley, E. A. F. Robinson, C. F. Ross. 

D. S. M. Sampson, R. A. Sawyer, R. E. C. Sayers, 
G. Scholnick, C. Shippen, S. G. Silhan, M. Simpson, 
J. P. Slee, J. D. Smart, G. B. Smedley, F. E. Somer- 
set. C. Spoors, A. G. Tate, K. O. Walden, C. H. 
Walker, J. Walmsley, N. Wattie, S. J. Webster, L. G. 
Willcox, F. Wright. 
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PRIVATELY-OWNED 
HOUSES 


The Economics of Works of 
Improvement 


[From a Correspondent] 


HE house building programmes de- 
veloped by local authorities since the 
war have made a major contribution towards 
meeting the housing shortage. During the 
last eight years they have completed nearly 
a million houses, and at the end of June 
this year an additional 200,000 were under 
construction. It is still true, however, that 
the great majority of houses are privately 
owned and the post-war housing activities of 
the local authorities have created two addi- 
tional problems for the private owner. A 
new standard of accommodation has been 
set up and tenants in private cottages are 
now, not unnaturally, expecting the piped 
water supply, indoor sanitation, bathroom 
and other amenities that a council house 
provides. Until now it has been difficult to 
secure labour and materials to effect repairs, 
let alone improvements. This position is 
now changing but, due to the continued 
operation of the Rent Restriction Acts, 
owners wishing to improve their property 
may find themselves in a difficult financial 
position. 


An Unattractive Proposition 


A small cottage may be let at a controlled 
rent of 10s. per week. If it requires an ex- 
penditure of £400—a very modest sum—on 
improvements to bring it up to something 
approaching council house standard, then the 
annual permitted rent would be £26 plus 8 
per cent. of £400, giving a figure of approxi- 
mately 22s. per week exclusive of rates which 
is rather above the average for a council 
house. Even if he could get this rent the 
proposition might not be very attractive from 
the owner’s point of view. Local authorities 
have power to make improvement loans and 
if, as is usually the case, they lent at a 4} per 
cent. above their borrowing rate then the 
owner taking up a loan for 20 years would 
have to pay 44 per cent. This would leave 
him only 34 per cent. of the 8 per cent. rent 
increase and for this he would have not 
only to maintain the improvements he had 
effected but to meet other incidental owner’s 
liabilities including the risk of loss of rent 
during periods when his property might re- 
main empty. 


There are indications, however, that the 
Government is fully alive to the importance 
of preserving and improving existing housing 
accommodation, and local authorities are 
urged to exercise the powers conferred upon 
them by the Housing Act, 1949, on the lines 
suggested in the recently published report of 
the Rent Reform Committee. If the local 
authority is prepared to assist, the position, 
from the owner’s point of view, may be more 
attractive. For improvements, as distinct 
from repairs, he may apply to the local 
authority for a grant of up to 50 per cent. 
if the cost is between £150 and £800. 


In the hypothetical case which has been 
mentioned he might, therefore, receive a 
grant of £200 towards improvemenis costing 
£400. In these circumstances he could not 
increase his rent to the same level, being 
restricted to 6 per cent. on the cost of im- 
provements borne by himself, that is to say 
6 per cent of the £200 he would have to 
find out of his own pocket. A _ permitted 
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rent of 10s. per week would therefore be 
increased to approximately 14s. 6d. per week. 
If improvements cost the maximum of £800 
and he received a £400 grant then the per- 
mitted rent might rise from 10s. to approxi- 
mately 19s. per week. Even so, this increased 
rent is no higher than that demanded by 
many local authorities for council houses 
and it is already clear that there will be 
a tendency for council house rents to go 
up. This arises partly because it is said 
that the increased housing grants which the 
Government made last year no longer com- 
pensate for the increase in the rate of in- 
terest which was made at ‘the same time. 
Some increase in rents is also inevitable be- 
cause of the pooling of pre- and post-war 
rents. Ufder this system the pre-war houses, 
many of which were built for about £450, 
yield a surplus which is available to reduce 
the rents of the more expensive houses 
built since 1945, but as more and more of 
these post-war houses are erected, the value 
of this surplus diminishes as a factor re- 
ducing the rents of individual post-1945 
houses. 


Three Affected Parties 


In the event of privately owned houses 
being improved with grant aid, three parties 
are affected: the owner, the local authority 
and the Government. The owner’s in- 
creased rent is restricted, but the value of 
the house to himself and to his tenant is 
substantially increased. Both the local 
authority and the Government stand to gain 
because the alternative to assisting the owner 
may be the ultimate provision of a new 
council house, the rates of subsidy upon 
which are the highest ‘which have ever been 
known. The cost of these subsidies, both 
from the local rates and from the Exchequer, 
substantially exceeds the cost of improve- 
ment grants. They compare as follows:— 


Payable 
out of , Exchequer Total 
localrates grant 
£3: > s. = a 
Subsidy for each council house 
completed, payable for 60 
years... af ae ee es 2644 35 12 
Improvement grant—repre- 
senting loan charges at 4} 
per cent. for 20 years— 
(a) Assuming cost of im- 
provements £400 and 
grant of £200 ... eee as M5 £5 10 
(b) Assuming cost of im- : 
provements £800 and 
grant of £400 ... ees 2210 30 0 


It will thus be seen that the annual charges 
in respect of the maximum improvement 
grant payable on the maximum expenditure 
are still less onerous, both to the ratepayer 
and the taxpayer, than the annual charges 
for each new council house, but the real 
difference is even more striking than these 
figures suggest since the council hcuse sub- 
sidies run for 60 years whereas the cost of 
an improvement grant, made as a capital 
sum, is a charge on the local rates and on 
the Exchequer spread over a period of only 
20 years. If the figures quoted are capitalised 
by reference to an assumed interest rate of 
1 per cent., which is that at which local 
authorities can at present borrow, a true 
comparison can be made as follows:— 


Payable 
out of Exchequer Total 
localrates grant 


z £ £ 
Present value of contributions 
payable for wo years 4 
t of each counci 

home: 577 769 


house completed ... a 
Maximum improvement grants— 
(a) Assuming expenditure 


on eo mage £400 50 150 200 
‘(b) Assuming expenditure 
” on improvements £800 100 300 400 
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EUROPEAN RENT POLICIES AND THE 
HOUSING SITUATION 


Need for Reform Emphasised in ECE Report 


HE Secretariat of the United Nations 

Economic Commission for Europe has 

issued a report urging the reform of rent 
policies in Western European countries. 


In a study of rent control in 10 of the 
countries,* the ECE Secretariat’s main 
criticisms are that the freezing of rents 
“interferes with the normal functioning of 
the housing market, that it leads to arbitrary 
inequities and that it interferes with the 
formulation and execution of a _ rational 
housing policy, particularly that it causes too 
high a level of housing subsidies.” 


Rent control has also played a part “in 
mis-allocating dwelling space, in reducing 
the mobility of labour, in causing the up- 
keep of buildings to be neglected and in 
diminishing the inducement to build new 
houses. These undesirable effects of rent 
control as it has been operated, although 
frequently greatly exaggerated, can be found 
in varying degrees in all the countries 
considered.” 

Although the study criticises undesirable 
aspects of rent control, it is not against the 
idea of rent control as such. According to 
the study, “as long as a shortage of houses, 
general or local, continues, it is difficult to 
envisage the complete abolition of rent 
control. It is equally difficult to find 
economic arguments for the maintenance of 
existing rent levels and for the arbitrary 
diversity of rent levels in each country. It 
is also difficult to defend some of the com- 
plexities and complications of existing hous- 
ing policies, which in a considerable measure 
appear to stem from somewhat opportunist 
rent policies introduced under the pressure of 
events.” 

The study examines the question of how 
far rent control, in a form which freezes 
rents considerably below a level correspond- 
ing to the current costs of construction, runs 
counter to the avowed general aims of 
housing policy. Against this background it 
discusses changes in rent control which are 
now being introduced or which are possible. 


There are natural differences, the report 
continues, between countries in the reforms 
they envisage or are likely to envisage in 
their national rent policies. At the same 
time, there appears to be considerable 
similarity between the problems facing all 
the countries included in the study. Govern- 
ments and non-governmental organisations 
will have an opportunity to exchange inform- 
ation and experience on the subject when 
they consider it at the ECE Housing Sub- 
Committee’s seventh session which is to be 
opened in Geneva on October 7. 


Rents and Overall Policy 


The study, while holding quite strictly to 
its title, ““ European Rent Policies,” declares 
that some of the principal defects of existing 
systems of control stem from a failure to 
look at housing policies as a whole. One of 
the main points emerging from the study is. 
in fact, the inter-dependence of the different 
aspects of housing policy, and in particular 
the relation between rent policy, subsidy 





*European Rent Policies, prepared by the Industry 
Division and the Research and Planning Division of 
the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, 
Geneva. 62 pp. mimeographed. Copies from the 
Sales Section, European Office of the United Nations. 
Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland, price 30 
cents (U.S.), 2s. stg. or Swiss francs 1.26. 


policy and the size and nature of the housing 
programme. 


The “key problem” is a Continuing 
housing shortage, of a general character jp 
some countries and confined to particulg 
localities or social groups in others. “The 
shortage can be removed only by increasing 
new house construction, and modifications jp 
rent policies as such cannot be expected to 
make a major contribution towards this 
objective,” the study warns. 

In some countries, the true explanation of 
the low level of new building appears to 
lie not in the failure of the State to create 
conditions for successful private enterprise 
in building, but rather in “the failure of 
the State to recognise its responsibilities jp 
conditions quite different from those which 
ruled in the heyday of the speculative 
builder... .” 


Reform Measures 


The Secretariat suggests three sets of 
measures to reform the present system of 
rent control: 


(1) To reconsider the general level of 
rents in relation to building costs, interest 
rates and subsidies. 

(2) To equalise as far as possible the 
rent payable for substantially similar 
dwellings, apart from differences which 
would exist in any normal market. 

(3) To mitigate the hardships which 
would arise from a widéspread increase of 
rents and in general to incorporate in 
fiscal policy measures to attain the social 
and political objectives hitherto imper- 
fectly accomplished by means of rent 
control. 


It is stressed that these three sets of 
measures clearly interact on each other and 
must be considered together as integral parts 
of the same policy. A corollary to reform- 
ing rent control would be redoubled govern- 
mental efforts towards lowering the cost of 
house construction, both building and 
financial costs. 


The Main Problem 


Despite all that might be achieved to 
reduce the cost and thereby the rent of new 
buildings, the main practical problem 
“... Is to bring the various rent levels up 
to the level decided upon,” the study mait- 
tains. It sees no necessity for rents of 
old and new houses to be equal, since 
almost- all circumstances a premium 3 
attached to new houses. “ Differences of 
the order of 20 per cent. between the rents 
of pre-war and post-war houses may appear 
not unreasonable. It can also be expected 
that as the general level of rents rises, the 
forces of the market will come into play.” 

The whole process of adjusting rents 
“should not be immediate, but gradual, 
brought about over a number of year’s. 
The study suggests ways to offset the effects 
of increased rents on the cost of living and 
benefit the main classes losing purchasing 
power through higher expenditure on rent. 

A fundamental change in the objectives 
of rent policy and a consequent rationalisa- 
tion of the whole system of controls is nv¥ 
becoming practical politics in almost 4 
Western European countries. The general 
level of rents is being raised and there * 
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a move towards equalisation in many coun- 
tries; there is some movement at least 
towards the reconciliation of rent policy and 
general housing policy. But, the study 
observes, “the weakness appears to be that 
the movements on the rent front have not 
been entirely paralleled by adequate policies 
to reduce building costs and reconsider 
financial policy, in particular the level of 
interest rates and the level and nature of 
subsidies.” There is also, the study adds, 
“a considerable difference in the treatment 
which is being accorded to tenants who are 
likely to suffer hardship as a result of sharp 
increases in rent.” 


Successes and Shortcomings of Control 
The original purpose of rent control was 
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Share in Family Expenditure 


The following table from the ECE Secre- 
tariat study shows the extent to which the 
proportion of working-class income devoted 
to rent has fallen since the war. On the 
whole, the rent of uncontrolled new houses 
as a share of income is not very different 
from the pre-war percentage, but persons liv- 
ing in old houses spend a _ considerably 
smaller proportion of income on rent. 


Studies on Related Problems 


The following studies published by the 
ECE Secretariat can usefully be read in con- 
nection with the present study on European 
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Rent policies (they are available from the 
Sales Section, European Office of the United 
Nations, Geneva, at the prices indicated): 


* Methods and Techniques of Financing Housing 
in Europe,’’ United Nations Economic Commission 
for Europe, Geneva, March, 1952; $1.50; 11s. stg.s 
Swiss francs 6.00. 


‘* The European Housing Problem: A Preliminary 
Review,’’ United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe, Geneva, October, 1949; $1.50; 10s. stg.; Swiss 
francs 5.60. 

‘* Housing in Europe Since the War,’’ Economic 
Bulletin for Europe, Vol. 4, No. 1, Geneva, April, 
1952; $0.50; 3s. 9d. stg.; Swiss francs 2.00. 


‘* The Cost of House Construction: A Preliminary 
Study of Measures to Reduce Housing Costs and otf 
the Development of the Building Industry,’’ United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe, Geneva, 
May, 1953; $0.25; 1s. 9d. stg.: Swiss francs 1.00. 


RENT AS A PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL FAMILY EXPENDITURE 




















to help to keep down the cost of living, e 1953 
fo prevent general political discontent, ‘ Pre-war 1947 First quarter 
: ; ; = ountr 
especially in war time, and to avoid specu- . Year Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 
lative increases in rents. This basic objective me = ~ -— 
‘ e . Belgium 3 y i 
has to some degree been achieved; Tent con-  pnesmark 1931 15.1 8.8 (a) 81 
trol has in general held down one important France oe 1928 8.1 1.3 (a) 3.4 
element in the cost of living, and has helped Western Germany see 1936 13.1 (b) — 9.8 
ned Italy 1938 10.0 0.5 1.8 
prevent the exploitation of tenants. Netherlands .. 1938 11.5 6.7 5.6 
But the effects of freezing rents amount eed ae fhe Ly a 
j oalses weden -2C . a 
to taxing some landlords and subsidising §Yiteriand 1936/37 18.8 i 122 
some tenants—without taking account of the United Kingdom .| 1938 11.3 (c) 7.6 7.4 


personal circumstances of either landlord or 
tenant. Further, the study continues, it has 
been inequitable between tenants. “.. . If 
there is to be discrimination between one 
tenant and another, it would be better to 
take account of objective factors such as 
the number of children, rather than purely 
arbitrary factors such as the date when the 
house was constructed.” 


The Gap between Rents and Prices 


In the course of time, the study points 
out, the prices of most commodities have 
risen considerably, while controls have kept 
the general level of rents considerably below 
that at which new housing can be provided 
to-day or is likely to be provided in the 
long run, even if account is taken of direct 
State subsidies. The result is the gap between 
the level of controlled rents on the one hand 
and that of building costs and prices gener- 
ally on the other. One section of the ECE 
Secretariat study seeks to establish the size 
of that gap. 

A rough measure of the gap (but not of 
the great diversity of rent levels within each 
country) is given in a table of the study 
reproduced below. In the six countries 
which managed to keep the rise of rents 
small, building costs have nearly doubled 
in relation to controlled rents in Switzer- 
land and Sweden and have quite doubled 
in Western Germany, while the ratio became 
two and a half to three in Denmark, the 
United Kingdom and the Netherlands. 

In Belgium a substantial rise in rents 
reduced the ratio to two, but in the three 
countries with the greatest increase in con- 
trolled rents—Finland, France and Italy— 
building costs have gone up much more than 
rent. 








Sources : See the study ‘“‘ European Rent Policies.” 


Note.—For Denmark, Western Germany, Norway and Switzerland, the percentages were derived from inquiries into 


family budgets and relate to manual workers. 


For Belgium, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden and the 


United Kingdom, they were derived from statistics of national income and relate to total population and may 
include other housing expenses, such as property taxes and water charges. 


(a) 1948. (b) Germany in the 1936 frontiers. 


(c) The percentage derived from the family budget of manual workers 


for Sweden in 1933 is 14.7 and for the United Kingdom in 1937/38 is 12.6. 





“NEW STREET ACTS 


Avoiding Delays to Housebuilding 


MTHE Ministry of Housing and Local 

Government has issued a circular to 
local authorities (No. 56/53, dated Septem- 
ber 16), stating that the Minister’s attention 
has been drawn to certain difficulties in con- 
sequence of the operation of the New Streets 
Act, 1951. 

The Minister, the circular states, is, of 
course, anxious that so far as is practicable 
the Act should be administered in such a 
way as to avoid causing hardship or delay 
to persons building ‘houses at the present 
time, and he thinks that the following notes 
may be of assistance to local authorities for 
this purpose. 

It is desirable that full weight should be 
given to the various exceptions allowed by 
Section 1 (3) of the Act. It will be remem- 
bered that where the local authority enters 
into an agreement with a builder for the 
making up of the road under Section 146 
of the Public Health Act, 1875, no charges 
are payable under the New Streets Act 
(Section 1 (3) (d)). Local authorities also 
have some discretion in applying the excep- 
tions in Section 1 (3) (e), (f) and (A). 

Where a builder, after paying or securing 
the charges required by the Act, carries out 
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Cost of living Building Ratio of 
Country Rent excluding rent cost 
(A) (B) (C) (B) to (A) (C) to (A) 
Belgium 250 407 525 1.6 a 
Denmark 115 221 281 (a) 1.9 2.4 
Finland 438 1,200 1,580 2.7 3.6 
France is 728 2°670 2,750 3.7 3.8 
Western Germany 109 183 226 1.7 2.1 
Italy f 900 6,870 6,850 7.6 76 
Netherlands | BoNvites tag 115 289 350 2.5 3.0 
6 Sts cory dae ee ea 117 210 218 1.8 1.9 
Switzeriand cn : a me 118 185 200 (b) 1.6 1.7 
United Kingdom <.. 116 245 301 2.1 2.6 
Sources : See the study “‘ European Rent Policies.’’ (a) August 1939 = 100. (b) June 1, 1939 = 100. 


work in the road which may be expected to 
reduce the ultimate cost of making up (for 
example, the provision of a satisfactory 
foundation or sewers), it may be reasonable 
for the local authority to take account of the 
value of the work done from time to time 
and to refund part of the charges accord- 
ingly. Section 2 (3) of the Act enables the 
local authority to serve a further notice sub- 
stituting a smaller sum, and the Minister. is 
advised that such a notice can be served at 
any time. 


The Minister is advised, the circular con- 
tinues, that where a builder has deposited 
plans for a number of houses in a street 
and is not going to start them all at once 
he need only pay or secure the charges in 
respect of particular houses as and when 
they are due to start. . Local authorities are 
asked to make this clear where necessary. 


Certain local Acts require new streets to 
be constructed in accordanée with by-laws 
before buildings are erected. It should be 
noted that Section 9 of the’ Local Govern- 
ment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1953, 
now provides that in such cases the sum 
required to be paid or secured under the 
New Streets Act shall be calculated as if this 
work had been carried out. 


In cases where difficulty is encountered in 
depositing or securing the charges required 
by the Act, and the local: authority are 
making an advance for the construction of 
the house under Section 4 of the Housing 
Act, 1949, they may be prepared to assist 
by adding to the advance a sum in respect 
of the charges. 


The Minister feels sure that local authori- 
ties will wish to administer the Act with 
due regard to individual circumstances and 
to take advantage of such facilities as the 
Act allows to prevent interference with the 
housing effort. 


x, This Act applies to County Councils, County 
Boroughs, Boroughs (except Metropolitan 
Boroughs) and Urban Districts in England. 
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TOWN: PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Limestone Quarries in Peak National 
Park 


R. HAROLD MACMILLAN, Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, 
has issued his decisions on six applications 
for planning permission to work lime- 
stone in the Peak District National Park, 
all of which were the subject of local inquir- 
ies. Two of the applications to open new 
quarries, and one to reopen an old one, 
have been refused. Three for existing quar- 
ries have been granted, two for limited 
periods; all three are subject to conditions 
designed to deal with aspects open to objec- 
tion. Details of his decisions are:— 


Eldon Hill Quarry, Chapel-en-le-Frith 
Rural District. Permission is granted for the 
continuation ; of quarrying until 1997, over 
a limited area that excludes the crest of the 
hill. The company are required to carry 
out a landscaping scheme, and other condi- 
tions control the siting of plant and require 
the quarry to be cleared of buildings and 
machinery when they are no longer needed. 


In announcing this decision the Minister 
says: “This conspicuously situated quarry 
has done serious damage to an attractive 
and important part of the National Park 
and the dust and noise from the under- 
taking may cause annoyance to visitors to 
this part of the park. The damage caused 
by the scars on Eldon Hill formed by the 
werking at. this: and the adjacent quarry 
cannot now be repaired, however, merely 
by a refusal to. allow working to continue. 
Moreover, due weight has to be given to the 
economic importance of this undertaking 
which produces a. large quantity of good 
stone; and accaqunt has to be taken of the 
views of.,the local authority and of repre- 
sentatives of. the men working at the quarry 
who are anxious that it should continue to 
operate. 


_“The. right course is to allow quarrying 
to continue , subject to limitations which 
will safeguard the crest of the hill and put 
a term to the dust and noise and to condi- 
tions that, will ensure a measure of tree 
planting and landscaping to screen the work- 
ings as far as possible and to improve the 
appearance of the quarry.” 


Sparrowpit Quarry, Chapel-en-le-Frith 
Rural District. Permission is granted for the 
continuation of quarrying until 1996 over 
a limited area., The company are required to 
carry out a landscaping scheme and other 
conditions control the siting of plant and the 
disposal of waste material, and require the 
quarry to be cleared of buildings and 
machinery when they are no longer needed. 


In announcing this decision the Minister 
says: “This quarry has done serious harm 
to an attractive and important part of the 
National Park, and the dust, noise and 
smoke from the undertaking may cause 
annoyance to visitors to this part of the 
park. The damage caused by the scars on 
Eldon Hill formed by the working at this 
and the adjacent quarry cannot now be 
repaired, however, merely by a refusal to 
allow working to continue. Moreover, due 
weight has to be given to the contribution 
this quarry ‘is making to the supply of lime 
and limestone. .While allowing quarrying 


to continue, a limit should be set to the 
disturbance caused by the quarry and its 
plant, steps should be. taken at once to ‘tidy 
up the tipping arrangements. and a measure 
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of tree planting should be undertaken with 
the object of ultimately screening the under- 
taking as far as possible from the road.” 


Gautries Hill Quarry, Chapel-en-le-Frith 
Rural District. Permission refused. The 
Minister’s letter says: ‘There is not at 
present such a pressing demand for addi- 
tional limestone production in this area 
as would justify the harm that would be 
done by the opening of a new quarry on 
this site.” 


Hartington Quarry, Ashbourne Rural 
District. Permission refused. The Mini- 
ster’s letter says: ‘“‘The need for the lime- 
stone which Hartington Quarry would pro- 
duce is not so great that it outweighs the 
adverse effects which working would have 


upon the National Park. There is no justi- 


fication in allowing this quarry to open 
inside the park when deposits of suitable 
limestone exist outside the park, no 
further away than Hartington from your 
company’s processing plant at Rowley Regis 
and the markets in the Birmingham area 
which your company serves.” 


Whitecliffe Farm Quarry, Ashbourne 
Rural District. Permission is granted for 
quarrying over part of the area applied for, 
but limeburning and fine grinding of the 
stone are not allowed. A hedge is to be 
planted to screen the quarry and other 
conditions control the siting of plant and 
require it to be cleared away when no longer 
needed. Waste material is to be disposed 
of in hollows and covered with topsoil. 


Announcing this decision the Minister 
says: “The site which lies astride an un- 
classified road in a narrow dale is very 
secluded and it is considered that the further 
small scale quarrying proposed will cause 
no serious harm provided stringent condi- 
tions are imposed. The quarry would pro- 
vide convenient local employment for an 
increasing number of men in an area where 
communications make local employment 
particularly desirable in the winter months.” 


Cotterhole Quarry, Matlock Urban Dis- 
trict. Permission refused. In his decision 
letter the Minister points out that the quarry 
is situated in the Via Gellia area which at 
that point is quite unspoilt. He adds: “It 
is not considered that the need for the 
amount of limestone which Cotterhole 
Quarry would produce is so great that it 
outweighs the damage that would be done 
to an attractive stretch of the National Park 
if further quarrying were permitted.” 


Condition Imposed on Rebuilding 
Consent: Question of Natural Lighting 
; Standard 


A SUCCESSFUL appeal to the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government has been 
made by Knapp, Drewett and Sons, Ltd., 
printers and publishers, against a condition 
imposed by Kingston Corporation in agree- 
ing to the rebuilding of the firm’s warehouse 
and bindery in Union-street, Kingston-on- 
Thames. c 

The Corporation had expressed the view 
that the firm’s rebuilding scheme would not 
permit the required standard of natural 
window lighting for Young’s Buildings, a 
group of terrace houses at the rear of the 
site, and in approving the submitted plans 
the Corporation imposed a_ condition 
restricting the height of the new building on 
the eastern boundary to 15 ft. and requiring 
the upper storey to be set back 16 ft. 

It was submitted on behalf of the 
appellants that the restriction was unreason- 


September 25 1953 


able and that it had been based on a Ministry 
handbook which was merely advisory. The 
freeholders of Young’s Buildings, it was 
said, gave up their rights to light in relation 
to the buildings in 1938. 


On behalf of the Corporation, it was saiq 
that Young’s Buildings were likely to be 
demolished soon and it would not be neces. 
sary to maintain the restriction after they 
had been removed. : 


In announcing his decision the Ministe; 
said that the appellants had been long estab. 
lished in Kingston and the premises cop. 
cerned were old, dilapidated and long over. 
due for rebuilding. Whilst agreeing that 
amenities should be safeguarded, redevelop. 
ment proposals should be examined in ful] 
detail as it might sometimes be found that 


the net effect of height was less than 


appeared at first sight. 


In the present case the height of the exist. 
ing warehouse and bindery was not uniform 
and whilst the height of the proposed build- 
ing would be greater opposite some of the 
houses known as Young’s Buildings it would 
be less opposite others. It was not disputed, 
the Minister adds, that the present outlook 
from the backs of those houses was towards 
a most dilapidated and unsightly series of 
buildings and that the new building would, 
in that respect, be an improvement. 


The Minister is of the opinion that the 
adverse effect of the new building would be 
so slight as not to warrant a restriction 
depriving the appellants of 2,000 sq. ft. of 
factory space and he has accordingly decided 
to allow their appeal against the condition 
imposed. 


Minister Supports Restriction on Siting 
of Chalets and Holiday Dwellings 


PERMISSION for a chalet to be sited on 
land at Heron Hill, Culverstone Estate, 
Meopham, was refused by the Strood RDC, 
on the grounds that the land was not in an 
area reserved for residential development 
and was outside the area approved for week- 
end and holiday dwellings. |The Council 
said they were concerned about the number 
of unauthorised chalets scattered about their 
area, and had agreed with the County Coun- 
cil that 125 acres should be reserved for 
approved chalet and caravan development. 
The appeal site was about 570 yards outside 
this area. 


The Minister states that’ he has some 
sympathy with the appellant, Mr. G. A. 
Darling, but must support the Council in 
their policy of restricting caravans and 
chalets to a limited area. He has, therefore, 


. dismissed the appeal. 


Refusal to Allow Bungalow on Market 
Garden Site: Successful Appeal 


THE APPEAL of Mr. S. H. Burrage against 
the refusal of the Burgess Hill UDC to 
grant permission for the erection of 4 
bungalow on a market garden plot of land 
at the rear of Foxlease, Keymer-road, has 
been allowed by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government. The Council's 
refusal was based on the fact that a dwelling 
erected on the plot could not be drained to 
the public sewer and that it was not in the 
public interest to permit such a development. 

The Minister considers, however, that 4 
bungalow intended for use in connection 
with a smallholding could reasonably be 
allowed on the appeal site without detriment 
to the surrounding area. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 
Damp Wall Trouble 


Q.—We have an inquiry to deal with 
dampness which appears on the inside of an 
external wall of a house when the weather 
js wet or there are periods of snow. The wall 
has been treated on the inside and outside 
with a patent liquid waterproofer, but this 
has not eradicated the trouble. The in- 
terior wall has been decorated with wall- 
paper. 

The roof and gutters are in perfect condi- 
tion, and there is no water pipe, inside or 
out, along this wall, which might have some 
connection with this complaint. 


This wall faces north and the house is 
only 20-25 years old. There is no sign of 
dampness on the ground floor, which might 
have been due to faulty damp course; it 
starts from the first half landing. 


The house is built on clay soil. Ground 
to first floor is built in wave brick and above 
this is chalk-lime roughcast. 


We would be pleased to have your sug- 
gestions on this matter. 
Ek. & 


A—Much research has been carried out 
on this particular trouble in building work 
and is still continuing, hence it is not surpris- 
ing to know that it presents a problem to 
building owners and builders. 


From the information given, there would 
appear to be little doubt that the dampness 
showing on the inside of the building is 
rainwater finding its way through the rough- 
cast, it being particularly noted that the 
trouble does not exist where the exposed 
surface is brick. 


It is stated, that the finish to walls above 
ground floor is lime roughcast, but no men- 
tion is made of the backing coat. It is 
reasonable to assume that the backing coat 
is cement rendering, and it is in this coat 
that one must look for the trouble. Settle- 
ment cracks, shrinkage cracks or, may be, 
blowing caused by the escape of salt from 
the bricks, are all possible causes of the 
backing coat failing; and all that could take 
place with very little indication, if any, on 
the roughcast. 


Patent liquid waterpoofers which, in any 
case, can only be considered to be temporary 
cures, are dependent on being able to form 
a thin coat of impervious material over the 
whole of the surface and, therefore, it will be 
readily understood how difficult such treat- 
ment is on the undulating surface of rough- 
cast. 


Considering the factors indicated, it will 
be appreciated that any treatment that is 
likely to be successful must be made on the 
backing coat and not on the roughcast. My 
Suggestions, therefore, are as follow:— 


1. Remove the existing roughcast cor- 
responding with the affected area of damp- 
ness. 2. Clean off thoroughly any loose 
Particles. 3. Apply to the cleaned area a 
thin coat of wet mix consisting of one part 
cement to one and a half parts coarse sand. 
This is known as “spatter dash” and, as its 
mame suggests, should be applied by dash- 
ing from the back of the trowel. 4. Allow 

Spatter dash” coat to thoroughly dry. 5. 
Re-roughcast as before. 

An alternative to roughcasting, where 
flank is to be completely treated, is to apply 
a finishing coat with a Tyrolean machine. 

H. O. D. 
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** Hico”’ falsework centering and shuttering in position under the crown of a bay. 


Heating a Bungalow 


Q.—I would welcome your advice on a 
point of planning of a bungalow which it is 
proposed to build in the Sudan. I am in 
some doubt whether the living-room, with 
its dining annexe, can be kept adequately 
heated to, say, 65 degrees, while the winter 
temperature may be, say, 35-40 degrees F. 
The living-room measures 16 ft. by 13 ft. 
and the dining annexe 10 ft. by 6 ft. 6 in. 
The walls will be of cavity construction, the 
outer skin 44-in. brick pebble-dashed, the 
inner skin 4-in. clinker blocks (or some 
similar material), plastered. 


The floor will be wood blocks on con- 
crete; roof, tiled, felted and battened; the 
ceiling plastered, with slag or asbestos wool 
between joists. The fire would be of the 
open solid fuel type. 

A. M. P. 


A.—My first reaction to your query after 
studying the brief specification you have 
given is that you should experience no diffi- 
culty in maintaining a temperature of 65 de- 
grees in your living-room, It does, however, 
occur to me that you have experienced some 
discomfort in other houses and thus wish 
to take every precaution to avoid such un- 
pleasant conditions for yourself. With this 
in mind I should like to add the following 
suggestions to the specification given in the 
question : — 


1. Cavity wall not to be ventilated. 2. 
Double glazing to all windows within the 
living-room. 3. Continuous-burning fireplace 
with convector heating. 4. Consideration of 
a radiator off an ordinary domestic hot-water 
system. This could be fitted in the dining 
recess. 


5. The use of any of the’ patent thermal 
insulating materials over the plastered ceiling 
is always advantageous in retaining the heat 
within the room below, but it must be under- 
stood that additional precautions must then 
be taken in providing protection for any 
water pipes that may be contained in the 
roof space since this space will not benefit 
from any heat from the rooms below. 

H. O. D. 


REFUSE DISPOSAL WORKS, 
~ TWICKENHAM 


Extensive Use of Barrel Vault Roofs 


A new refuse disposal works is in process 
of erection at Twickenham to serve a 
total population of about 170,000. The over- 
all cost of the scheme is approximately 
£250,000, and the works will consist of three 
inter-connected departments, namely, the 
tipping house, the salvage house and the 
incinerator house. The incinerator house will 
be covered by a roof of seven vaulted bays, 
four of which have been poured already. 
Each. vaulted bay has a span of 33 ft. and 
a width of 20 ft. 6 ins. at 15 ft. radius. The 
shell thickness is 24 ins. 

The falsework centering employed for 
these barrel vaults is “ Hico,” marketed by 
Blaw Knox, Ltd., 90-94, Brompton-read, 
SW3. This consists of steel lattice girder 
units with turnbuckles on the lower boom 
so that the whole section can be prestressed 
in order to be perfectly true after the load 
has been added. 

The units are sprung from tubular steel 
scaffolding set up beneath each valley of the 
roof, split at the crown and supported by 
a deal, also on scaffolding. They follow the 
curve of the vault in a series of chords, a 
true curve being obtained from timber turn- 
ing pieces lightly screwed to the beam. 
Ordinary timber decking faced with hard- 
board forms the shutter surface ensuring a 
smooth finish to the soffit of the vault. The 
units are placed at 3 ft. centres, after being 
adjusted for curve by means of chalked lines 
at floor level. No intermediate supports are 
claimed to be necessary. “Hico” units 
weigh 25 lb. per running yard, and can be 
used repeatedly. They are supplied in three 
lengths of 24, 37 and 49 ins., which can 
be combined for any given span. 

The refuse disposal works were designed 
by the Borough Engineer’s Department of 
Twickenham, and the contractors are 
William Moss and Sons, Ltd., Cricklewood, 
NW2. The barrel vault roofs and reinforced 
concrete work were designed by Barrel 
Vault Roofs (Designs), Ltd. 43, Upper 
Grosvenor-street, W1. 
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TRANSACTIONS IN STEEL ANGLES 


Defendants Found Not Guilty 


(THE question as to whether punching 
holes in steel angles made them 
fabricated. and therefore not subject to 
price control, was raised at the London Ses- 
sions, on Tuesday, September 15. 


Four men and two companies denied 
charges of buying or selling steel angles at 
prices exceeding the scheduled maximum. 


They were Messrs. W. R. Howard and 
Partners. Ltd.. of Victoria-street. SW, their 
manager, Percy John Charles Daniels (70), 
engineer, of Saville-court, Brompton-square. 
SW: Reginald Ernest Leslie Everett (60) 
agent, of 62, Kirkstall-road, Streatham; 
Sigmund Rappaport (41) engineer, of 32a, 
Nevern Mansions, Warwick-road, Earls 
Court: The North London Metals, Ltd., of 
Helmsley-place. Mare-street. Hackney, and 
their director. Joseph Henry Sully (53) of 
Highdown, Manor-road, Chigwell. 


Messrs. Howard and Daniels pleaded not 
guilty of selling 84 tons 8 cwt. of steel angles 
to Everett at a price exceeding the scheduled 
maximum; Everett, Sully and Rappaport 
pleaded not guilty to buying 24 tons 
18 cwt at excess price; they also denied 
selling the same quantity to Three Star 
(Luton), Ltd.. of Waller-avenue, Luton, at 
a price exceeding the maximum. and also 
12 tons 7 cwt. and 10 tons 10 cwt. 2 qrs. 
Everett, Sully, Rappaport and North London 
Metals, Ltd., pleaded not guilty to selling 
36 tons 12 cwts. 2 qrs. to Three Star (Luton), 
Ltd., at a price exceeding the maximum. 


Mr. Edward Clarke appeared as counsel 
for the prosecution; Messrs Howard were 
represented by Mr. Neville Foulkes; Daniels 
by Mr. Leonard Moules; Everett by Mr. 
Victor Durand; Rappaport was not legally 
represented and Mr. W. M. F. Hudson re- 
presented Sully and North London Metals. 


Opening the case. Mr. Clarke said the 
transactions took place in June and July, 
1951, when steel was in short supply and 
there were regulations which controlled the 
price. It was alleged that the four indivi- 
duals and the two companies made a con- 
certed attempt to get round the steel price 
regulations for their own profit. In order 
to line their pockets they succeeded for a 
time in buying and selling steel above the 
maximum price. In June, 1951. Three Star 
(Luton), Ltd., who were manufacturers of 
commercial vehicles and _ agricultural 
machinery, were short of steel, and Rappa- 
port called on them. He produced note- 
paper which showed he was the London 
representative of Andre Enterprises, of 
Sunset Boulevarde, California, and he said 
he was in a position to supply random 
lengths of steel angles. He added that they 
were a frustrated export and in a fabricated 
state. When asked in what way they were 
fabricated, he said that there were holes at 
either end but he did not explain why the 
holes had been punched. Making all allow- 
ances, that type of steel was £28 a ton and 
Rappaport offered it at something over £40 
which the Luton firm agreed to buy. 

Far from the steel being a frustrated 
fabricated product, after receiving the 
order, Rappaport entered into an agreement 
with some of the other accused to acquire 
steel and they asked that the makers should 
punch a hole at both ends. Daniels 


ordered the steel from Messrs. George Gadd 
Tipton, 


and Company, of Church-lane, 


of Exceeding Price Schedules 


Staffs, and he .supplied a small sketch to 
show where the hole should be punched. 
Messrs. Gadd supplied something like 
400 tons with the holes in them. As a fact, 
the Luton firm did not want the holes and 
had nothing to do with the drawing that 
was submitted. The price of the steel was 
£27 10s. a ton, plus £5 a ton for punching 
the holes. Messrs. Howard and Daniels 
sold it to Everett at £35 a ton, but this was 
a paper transaction, and he with the assist- 
ance of Rappaport and Sully sold it to the 
Luton firm for £39 10s. a ton plus other 


charges which brought the price to over £40. ° 


In the submission of the prosecution, Mr. 
Clarke said that all the transactions were 
illegal and contravened the Steel Prices 
Order. By the subterfuge of the hole at 
the ends of the angles, they made an illegal 
profit of £7 a ton. When seen by an 
investigating officer, Sully said that he had 
arranged the transactions with Everett and 
they had aimed at buying and selling 7,000 
tons of steel and intended to divide the profit 
between them. Sully was financing the 
transactions and Rappaport was finding cus- 
tomers for the steel on a commission basis. 
Asked to explain why the hole was punched, 
Everett said that was wanted by the Luton 
firm, but that was not true. 


“The Holes a Subterfuge ” 


“In the submission of the prosecution, the 
whole agreement was framed so that the 
steel could be sold at an exorbitant price, 
using the subterfuge of the holes at the ends 
and saying they were fabricated frustrated 
exports,” added Mr. Clarke. 


Mr. Leonard Price, managing director of 
Messrs. Gadd, in evidence said that in all 
487 tons of steel were manufactured and 
punched with holes in accordance with the 
drawing supplied by Daniels. 


Mr. Foulkes: “ Does it surprise you that 
Howard and Partners are said to have com- 
mitted a criminal offence because they sold 
this steel above £28 10s., although they paid 
£32 10s. for it? ’—“ It staggers me.” 


Replying to further questions from Mr. 
Foulkes, Mr. Price said the price control 
concerned raw materials and not a fabri- 
cated product. He had had 40 years’ experi- 
ence in the trade and he had no doubt that 
once holes were punched in the angles. the 
product was fabricated. 


Mr. Foulkes: “ Unless this steel was fabri- 
cated, you committed an offence yourself by 
selling it at £32 10s. a ton? "—*‘ Quite.” 


‘Mr. Price agreed that after fabrication 
steel ceased to be a raw material and that 
applied whether the fabrication was for a 
useful or not useful purpose, and the product 
came outside the Schedule. There was no 
guidance in the Order as to the definition 
of raw material and fabricated metal and 
there was no control over the price that 
could be ‘charged for fabrication. They 
could have charged more than £5 a ton if 
their customers would have paid it. 

Alec Archibald Holton, managing direc- 
tor of Three Star (Luton), Ltd., said his firm 
used large quantities of steel and in May 
and June, 1951, it was in very short supply. 
Rappaport told him he could supply steel 
angles, a frustrated export, as new but fabri- 
cated. He agreed to purchase at £40 10s. 
a ton, which ‘included commission and 
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delivery charges. Cheques for £981 5s. 6d, 


£500 3s. 6d. and £426 5s. 3d. were endorsed 
by Rappaport and a cheque for £1,483 6s. 34, 
was endorsed by Sully. There was some 
trouble about the quality and Daniels came 
to see him. He understood that Daniels 
was the liaison between the mills and their 
suppliers. After some deliveries, Rappaport 
said that inquiriés were being made by the 
Iron and Steel Federation concerning the 
buying and selling above the controlled price, 
He told Rappaport he was not concerned 
because they had acquired a frustrated export 
order of fabricated angles. Rappaport said 
that he had told Major Robertson, of the 
Federation, that the holes were punched for 
the purpose of dipping, and suggested he 
should submit a drawing. He did not want 
the holes for anything and refused to sub- 


mit a drawing. Part of the steel purchased 


was turned into components. 


Replying to Mr. Foulkes, Mr. Holton said 
that in his opinion the steel angles he bought 
were fabricated and not covered by the 
Order. He sold about 50 tons of the steel 
to Berkeley Coaches at a profit of about £4 
a ton, but he only sold it because the quality 
was not what he wanted. The price to 
Berkeley Coaches was £47 10s. a ton, but 


that included all handling charges. 


Frederick Cornelius Bagnall, works man- 
ager to Messrs. Redpath, Brown and Co, 
Ltd., constructional engineers, said he had 
been in the steel trade for 30 years. In his 
opinion, fabrication meant the treatment of 
milled steel, such as shearing, punching, 
cutting or drilling, for a purpose to transfer 
it into an article. He had never heard of 
holes being punched in the ends of random 
steel lengths for any useful purpose. The 
drawing supplied did not state specifically 
where the hole was to. be punched. It was 
not the usual procedure to punch a hole 
for dipping as the normal procedure was to 
place the lengths in a vat. He would con- 


sider steel angles with such holes punched | 


in them as raw material and not fabricated. 


Replying to Mr. Foulkes, Mr. Bagnall 
said that he had stated previously that steel 
ceased to become raw material once holes 
were punched in it, whether it was for a use 
ful or non-useful purpose. Fabrication 
was a method of transforming raw material 
into articles. 


Mr. Anthony Hawke (the chairman): 
“ Steel, which is a raw material, has some 
work done on it, and it then becomes fab- 
ricated? *—‘‘ Yes.” 


The Chairman: “ Would you say it is work 
of fabrication if a man is employed with a 
hammer and chisel making a mark on each 
piece of steel? "—‘“I do not think so. In 
fabricating steel, you have to do some work 
in accordance with a drawing, turning it into 
an article made of steel. To make a mark 
would be part of the process of fabrica- 
tion.” 

.The Chairman: “ What is suggested here 
is that by merely punching holes in steel of 
different lengths makes it become fabricated. 
Do you agree? *—‘In the trade, we have 
different machines at the works. Some 
machines punch holes, some cut it, some 
bend and all these various machines are 
called fabricating machines. 
done by manual labour. We issue drawings 
and the raw material is turned into articles. 
In the course of fabrication, it may be that 
some holes are punched but the fabrication 
is not complete until the article is finish 
in accordance with the detailed drawing. 


The Chairman: “It would seem that if 


Other work is | 
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anybody wishes to come outside the Order, 
they have to do something—anything you 
like—useful or useless, to the steel they wish 
to sell. Can you employ a man to knock off 
little bits and then charge what you like?”— 
“If this order had been for steel of similar 
lengths it would be more reasonabie to 
suppose it was some definite article. I have 
been asked whether I have ever seen an 
order like this before, and I can only say no, 
The only instruction is that the hole should 
be one inch from each end and there is no 
mention of distance between the two holes.” 
The Chairman: “In other words, it does 
not make it fabricated just because you 
knock two holes in it? ”—“ That is right.” 
The last witness for the prosecution was 
William George Moore, in the Price Sec- 
tion of the Iron and Steel Division. He 
agreed that there was nothing in the Order 
which allowed for a charge for punching 
holes in steel, although there was provision 
for many other extras. There was also no 
mention in the Order of fabricated steel. 


After hearing all the evidence for the 
prosecution, the hearing was adjourned 
until the next day. 

Jury’s Decision 

The Chairman had just started his sum- 
ming up to the jury, on Wednesday, when 
the foreman said that they wished to find 
all the accused not guilty. 

Mr. Clarke said that in the circumstances, 
he would offer no evidence against the 
accused on a number of further charges of 
buying and selling steel above the maximum 
price, and the same applied to three other 
firms who appeared on other indictments 
on similar charges. 

They were the Helical Bar and Engineer- 
ing Co., Ltd., of 82, Victoria-street, SW; the 
Harwin Shipping Agency, Ltd.. of London 
House, Crutched Friars, EC; and_ the 
Industrial and International Agencies, Ltd., 
of 47, Victoria-street. 

All the defendants were formally found 
not guilty by the jury and discharged. 

When the proceedings commenced on 
Wednesday, Mr. Moules submitted there 
was no case to answer. He said that there 
was nothing in the Order to say what price 
should be charged for stamping holes in 
steel angles. It might well be that a gap 
had been left in the Order so that the spirit 
of it could be evaded, but if the gap was 
there it was no offence to go through it. 
It had been said that it was legitimate for 
Messrs. Gadds to charge £5 a ton for mak- 
ing the holes and there was no statutory 
prohibition for passing on the charge and 
making a profit on the work that Messrs. 
Gadds had done. Firms would, therefore, 
be entitled to charge what they could get 
for the work that had been done. If not, 
it would result in the absurdity that Messrs. 
Gadds could charge for the work and the 
buyers would not be allowed to pass on any 
of the £5. The way of curing a gap in the 
regulations was not to prosecute those who 
got round it, but to amend the Order to pro- 
vide the maximum charge for punching 
holes in steel angles. His submission, he 
added, by-passed the question of whether 
the angles so holed were still raw materials. 

In his final speech to the jury, Mr. Clarke 
said that “fabricated” might be a term 
used in the trade but there was no reference 
to it in the Order or any of the Schedules. 
_ Mr. Durand told the jury they were deal- 
ing with Regulations thought out by 
People with some knowledge of the trade. 
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If the scheme of control was defective, the 
remedy was not to bring the citizen to Court 
however much they might like to see him 
punished. The way to cure it was to amend 
the Regulations. The jury should only con- 
vict on the law and not what the law should 
be. 


Mr. Foulkes said that the prosecution had 
introduced prejudice into the trial. They 
had, in effect, said, “There has been a 
fiddle here and we must convict them.” 
That, in his submission, was not a proper 
attitude to adopt. The question for the jury 
was whether the angles were raw material 
when they left Messrs. Gadds. If they were, 
then the accused were guilty. 


Making a speech on his own behalf from 
the dock, Rappaport said that he was not 
a steel merchant but a consulting engineer. 
He claimed to have a good reputation and 
yet counsel for the prosecution had sought 
to make out that he was the villain of the 
piece by reference to his notepaper and Sun- 
set Boulevard, California. That particular 
place was the Oxford-street of Hollywood 
and it was no more strange than if a respect- 
able barrister lived in the Inner Temple. 
According to the Ministry of Supply, a 
regulation was made which came into force 
in February, 1952, regarding restrictions on 
steel-stockholders. In that there was a defi- 
nition of fabrication and punching holes was 
described as limited fabrication. When he 
dealt with the steel, he was assured by 
everybody he came in contact with that it 
was all in order and within the law. The 
Ministry of Supply did not come to him to 
make inquiries, but he went to the Ministry. 
The jury had heard from the witnesses they 
considered the steel was fabricated and he 
had no reason to believe otherwise. 


Mr. Hudson, in his final address, said it 
was for the jury to decide whether an offence 
had been proved. 


TIMBER FACTS AND FIGURES 
New TDA Year Book 


FEW COUNTRIES in the world to-day are 
unaffected in their economies by restrictions 
on the import of their timber into the United 
Kingdom. This is clearly shown in the 
second edition of the Timber Development 
Association’s Statistical Year Book, now 
published. 


In the case of softwood, supplies have been 
received from no fewer than 62 countries 
in the three years listed in the publication 
—1938, 1951 and 1952. Over 200 species of 
hardwood arrived from 105 countries during 
the same period, while veneers came from 
45 countries, plywood from 43, boxboards 
from 28, sleepers from 24 and telegraph 
poles from 11. 


Total value of wood and timber imported 
by the UK, raw and manufactured, in 1952 
was over £183m., sawn timber and logs being 
third in order of total values (oils being first 
and wool second) amongst raw materials. 
From the facts and figures given in the Year 
Book’s 25 tables covering import quantities, 
values, consumption and the pattern of 
timber usage, it is deduced that the stock of 
softwood at the end of 1952 amounted to 
60 per cent. of the year’s total import. Last 
year the Post Office used over 115,000 tele- 
graph poles and British Railways 3,512,000 
sleepers. 

The Statistical Year Book is obtainable 


from the TDA at 21, College Hill, London. 
EC4, price 2s. 6d. 
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LMBA AT OLYMPIA 
Builders’ Club at Building Exhibition 


THE LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIA- 
TION is to have its usual club-room at the 
Building Exhibition in November. This year 
it will again be in the old Olympia Café just 
inside the Main Hall. The club will be open 
to all members of the National Federation 
and their friends visiting Olympia, and 
membership cards can be obtained from the 
secretary at Bedford-square. 


On LMBA Day at Olympia the president, 
Mr. Gerald Hill, will hold an afternoon re- 
ception for members and their friends, and 
the usual LMBA Area Days are being 
arranged, when each Area in turn will be 
responsible for the club, at which it will 
entertain its local mayors, town clerks, 
borough surveyors and other civic digna- 
tories, 


WELSH HOUSING CRITICISM 
Price Fixing Resented 


STRONG criticism of the Welsh Office of 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment was made at a meeting of the 
Dolgelly Rural Council recently when 
Councillor Griffith Williams expressed the 
view that the Welsh office should be told 
that the council would no longer tolerate 
being pinned down by them in its effort to 
build satisfactory houses. 


It had been stated that in connection with 
one scheme the Welsh Office would not give 
approval unless there was a reduction of 
£100 per house, and one member wanted to 
know if they were providing houses for 
human beings or for rabbits. 


In another case a reduction of £294 per 
house was asked for by the Welsh Office, and 
after long discussion the council decided to 
inquire further into the matter. 


It was suggested that the ceiling price for 
the houses be varied according to the 
nature of the housing sites. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


YEAR BOOK OF THE HEATING AND 
VENTILATING INDUSTRY. (London: 
Technitrade Journals, Ltd.) Price 8s. 4d., 
post free. 


CONSTRUCTIONAL STEELWORK SHOP PRAC- 
TicE. By John Farrell. (London: Iliffe 
and Sons, Ltd.) Price 15s. 


PRACTICAL DESIGN OF SIMPLE STEEL 
Structures. Third Ed. By Dr. D. S. 
Stewart. (London: Constable and Co.. 


Ltd.) Price 25s. 


Factory HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE 
ENCYCLOPAEDIA. By C. Conway Plumbe. 
(London: The National Trade Press, Ltd.) 
Price 30s. 


SPECIFICATION WRITING. By ' Arthur 5 
Willis. (London: Crosby Lockwood and 
Son, Ltd.) Price 7s. 6d. 


BUILDING CONSTRUCTION AND DRAWING. 
Twenty-first Ed. By G. A. Mitchell and 
A. M. Mitchell. Revised by F. Kerr and 
E. W. Talbot. (London: B. T. Batsford, 
Ltd.) Price 15s. 


LONDON FURNITURE MAKERS 1660-1840. 
By Ambrose Heal. (London: B. T. Batsford, 
Ltd.) Price £6 6s. 


ARCHITECTS’ YEAR Book. 


(London: Elek 
Books, Ltd.) Price 42s. 
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EUROPEAN BUILDING 
STATISTICS 


New Quarterly Bulletin 


HE first issue of a “Quarterly Bulletin 
of Housing and Building Statistics for 
Europe” has just been published in Geneva 
by the United Nations Economic Commis- 
sion for Europe. The new bulletin was 
called for by the governments and non- 
governmental organisations which participate 
in ECE’s Housing Sub-Committee. 

The aim of the quarterly bulletin* is to 
help people keep abreast of trends in housing 
and building in Europe. The first issue 
contains data available for the years 1948- 
1953 (first quarter), presented on a country- 
by-country basis covering Belgium, Den- 
mark, France, Western Germany, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, United 
Kingdom and Yugoslavia. The ECE Secre- 
tariat proposes, in future issues, to publish 
data concerning other European countries 
and also to add to the statistical series. 

In the first issue of the bulletin, tables 
are arranged under the following classifica- 
tion :— 

Housing.—1. Dwelling construction: (a) 
work authorised; (b) work begun, and (c) 
work completed. 2. building costs. 3. 
Rent. 

Building and Civil  Engineering.—1. 
Volume of building: (a) residential build- 
ings; (b) non-residential buildings; and (c) 
production index. 2. Manpower: (a) employ- 


ment; (b) hours; (c) unemployment; (d) 
wages. 3. Building materials: wholesale 
prices. ; 


The Secretariat points out that in their 
present form the figures are often not com- 
parable from country to country. An ECE 
Working Party on housing and building 
statistics is trying to improve data on hous- 
ing and building, and particularly to bring 
about greater comparability in national 
figures. The Working Party is scheduled 
to hold its next meeting early in November. 


MOW WINTER LECTURES 


Corrections and Additions 


THE MINisTRY OF WoRKS state that the 
first item on the October programme (repro- 
duced in our last issue) should read as 
follows :— 


October 6.—‘‘ Lightweight Concrete,’’ by T. 
Whitaker, MSc, AMICE, Building Research Station, 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research; 
King’s College, Newcastle upon Tyne; 7 p.m. 

The following additions to the programme 
have now been made:— 

October 20.—‘‘ New Timbers and their Uses,’’ by 
an officer of the Timber Development Association; 
Kidds Restaurant, 26, Reform-street, Dundee; 
7.15 p.m. 


October 21.—‘‘ New Timbers and their Uses,’’ by 
an officer of the Timber Development Association; 


Drummonds Rooms, 204, High-street, Kirkcaldy; 
7.15 p.m. 
Health and 


October 27.—‘‘ The Building (Safety, 
Welfare) Regulations,’’ by A. Gow, MA, BSc, Her 
Majesty’s Inspector of Factories; Lesser Burgh Hall, 
Church-street, Dumbarton, 7.15 p.m. 





Change of Address 


The address of the National Federation 
of Demolition Contractors is now care of 
Mr. W. G. F. Thompson, 20/21, Princes- 
street, Hanover-square, London, W1. 





*Quarterly Bulletin of Housing and _ Building 
Statistics for Europe, First Quarter, 1953, Vol. I, 
No. 1; Industry Division, United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe, Geneva, August, 1953. 
Copies in English or French editions from the Sales 
Section, European Office of the United Nations, 
Geneva, Switzerland, price $0.30 (U.S.), 2s. stg. or 
Swiss francs 1.20. 
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BRS FILMS 

Distribution by Ministry of Works 

From October 1, the 16-mm. films on 
technical subjects, produced by the Building 
Research Station, will be distributed by the 
Ministry of Works, and all requests for 
loans for showing after that date should be 
addressed to the Film Officer, Ministry of 
Works, Lambeth Bridge House, SE1, or to 
the Ministry of Works in Edinburgh or 
Cardiff or the appropriate regional office. 
At least a fortnight’s notice is desirable. 
No charge is made for loans. 

A new film (No. A10), entitled “ House- 
building with a Tower Crane,” is now avail- 
able for loan; it runs for 23 minutes. 


The following films are also available :— 

Al. External rendered finishes. 
nental practice (silent). 35 mins. 

A2. The spray method of cleaning limestone build- 

ings (silent). 14 mins. 

How tree roots can damage buildings (sound). 

11 mins. 

. Experiments in blocklaying (sound). 14 mins. 

. Foamed slag concrete (sound). 33 mins. 

. Building on shrinkable clays sound). 8 mins. 

. Aerated concrete (sound). 21 mins. 

. Parapet walls (sound, colour). 9 mins. 

— concrete on housing sites (sound). 
mins. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 
New Water By-Laws Order 


THE Minister of Housing and Local 
‘Government has made the Water By-laws 
(Extension of Operation) Order, 1953, which 
came into operation on September 16. 

The Ministry explains that the Water 
Act, 1945, empowered statutory water under- 
takers to make by-laws for the protection of 
water against pollution and provided that 
by-laws made by such undertakers for a 
similar purpose under any other enactment 
should cease to have effect on the expiration 
of a period of five years from October 1, 
1945. The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government is empowered to extend that 
period, and under the Water By-laws (Exten- 
sion of Operation) Orders of 1950 and 1951 
it was extended until September 30, 1953. 
The present order further extends that 
period until September 30, 1955. 


Molybdenum Restrictions Removed 


THE MINISTER OF SUPPLY has issued a 
Direction removing the restrictions on the 
use of molybdenum in alloy steel as from 
September 21. 


REPAIR COSTS OF HOUSES 
* Unreasonably ” High 


THE tremendous increase in the repair 
costs of houses, coupled with the fact that, 
owing to rent controls, the value of houses 
has remained stationary, means that in the 
case of houses most in need of repair and 
maintenance the cost of reinstatement would 
not be reasonable. 

These findings are reported by Dr. J. W. 
Lobban, Medical Officer of Health of 
Birkenhead, in his annual report to the 
council. 

The large number of dilapidated houses 
in the borough poses a great problem, he 
observes. The duty laid upon the council 
to inspect dwelling houses and to require 
the repair of insanitary houses under Section 
9 of the Housing Act, 1936, had not been 
carried out since the early part of 1939. The 
position in respect of many houses was that 
nothing effective had been done. 

Whole blocks of houses were deteriorating 
from year to year and in some cases it 
would seem that wholesale clearance of such 
houses was the only real answer. 


A survey of Conti- 
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One use of the sliding window is to give access 
to the garden. 


SLIDING “PICTURE ” WINDOWS 
Production for English Market 


ACCORDING to the manufacturers, sliding 
picture windows, of the kind _ illustrated 
above, have been in production in Australia 
for some time, but are new to the English 
market. The principle is that panels of 
$-in. plate or 7/32-in. drawn glass are held 
in a double hard alloy channel at the top. 
At the bottom there is a further double 
channel in which stainless steel ball-bear- 
ings are held. On these the panels slide 
easily, surplus water draining over the lower 
outside edge of the channel. For additional 
weather-proofing, plastic channel strips can 
be fitted to the edge of the inside panel. 

Some of the advantages claimed for the 
windows are that, in addition to the obvious 
advantages of wider vision and unobstructed 
views, they involve less painting than con- 
ventional types; are easily accessible for 
cleaning from the inside and new panels can 
be installed very quickly, also from the in- 
side; the thicker glass gives them better 
sound-proofing qualities; and that, despite an 
initial cost slightly above that for a norma! 
window, from the long-term point of view 
they are economical to instal. 

The windows are made in a wide range of 
standard sizes, from about 2 ft. 6 in by 4 ft. 
to 5 ft. by nearly 8 ft. The manufacturers 
are P. G. Allday and Co., Ltd., Northwood- 
Street, Birmingham. 





Building Workers’ Wage Claim 

The National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives, meeting in York to-day 
(September 25), are expected to discuss a 
new claim for higher wages, for submission 
next January. The new claim is expected 
to be for a greater amount than the old. 
and some of the unions are reported to want 
another 1s. an hour. 
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ELECTRICIANS’ WAGE DISPUTE 
Proceedings at Court of Inquiry 


HE first meeting of the court of inquiry 
appointed by the Minister of Labour 
to examine the dispute between the Electri- 
cal Trades Union and the National Federated 
Electrical Association was held at the Law 
Courts on September 17, when Mr. W. 
STEVENS, general secretary of the ETU, told 
the court that for his union to have sub- 
mitted the dispute to arbitration after strike 
action had been taken would have repre- 
sented unconditional surrender to the 
employers. Ra 

Mr. JOHN CAMERON, QC, chairman of th? 
court, asked Mr. Stevens why, if he had a 
good case and the employers agreed to 
accept the award of an arbitration tribunal, 
his union could not agree to this course of 
action. He replied that “it would be used 
against the union later in other negotia- 
tions,” that it would make it appear that 
arbitration had been possible earlier in the 
dispute, and that the action taken by the 
union had been irresponsible. 

With Mr. Cameron were Sir Graham 
Cunningham and Mr. G. B. Thorneycroft. 

Mr. STEVENS, putting the union’s case, 
said that during 1952 two wage increases of 
2d. an hour were given by the employers, 
but these were not considered adequate to 
meet the rise in the cost of living. In March, 
1953, the union put in a claim for “a sub- 
stantial increase’ in wages and on June 10 
this was rejected. 

Replying to the Chairman, Mr, STEVENS 
said that the phrase “a substantial increase ” 
was used in the hope that the employers 
would present him with a figure as the basis 
of discussion or for acceptance. He was not 
asked to suggest a figure or he would have 
done so. His council’s attitude towards 
arbitration was conditioned by the emphatic 
statement made by the employers in Febru- 
ary in respect of a wage claim for appren- 
tices. They said then that if the union de- 
cided unilaterally to refer the case to the 
Minister of Labour for arbitration they 
would have nothing to do with it and if an 
award were made they would not accept it. 

Mr. H. J. PHILL~iMore, QC, for the 
National Federated Electrical Association, 
said that those in control of the union had 
sought to force through by strike action a 
claim for increased wage rates which the 
association had rejected because they be- 
lieved it to be unjustified. Because the union 
knew it to be unjustified they dare not sub- 
mit it to arbitration. The union refused the 
association’s offer to explain the reasons for 
rejecting the claim because the action which 
the union later took had already been 
decided. 


Defence Programme 


When the court resumed the next day, 
September 18, questions about the defence 
Programme, Communist policy, and strikes 
in the electrical industry were put to Mr. 
Stevens. 

Mr. H. J. Phillimore mentioned some of 
the places affected by the strikes—a Leyland 
factory making tanks, Aldermaston and 
Capenhurst atomic research establishments, 
and an oil refinery at Ellesmere Port. 

MR. PHILLIMORE: Did you realise that the 
Places chosen were calculated to affect the 
defence programme? Mr. STEVENS: We did 
hot even take that into consideration. 

Nor realise it?—That did not enter into it. 


They are all places of major national im- 
portance. Are you sure they were chosen 
for purely industrial reasons?—I am _per- 
fectly certain. 

Mr. Stevens, in answer to questions by the 
court, said that his executive would be will- 
ing to resume negotiations if the employers 
would make some interim concession. 

Mr, L. C. PENWILL, secretary and director 


‘of the National Federated Electrical Asso- 


ciation, giving evidence, first referred to 
earlier disputes with the union which led to 
the association suspending the negotiation 
machinery when they considered that the 
union had made breaches in the national 
working rules. The union, he said, had 
taken direct action without recourse to the 
machinery. A campaign had begun in 
which the union took strong objection to 
redundancy. 

Turning to the wages claim, Mr. Penwill 
denied that there was any “stalling” by the 
employers. Referring to earlier token 
strikes, which were described as protests 
against the employers’ non-reply to the 
wages claim, he said he did not regard these 
as spontaneous but as inspired by the union. 

Mr. Penwill said that his colleagues and 
he were of the opinion that the ETU knew 
exactly what alternatives were open to them 
when they received the association’s reply in 
August, but the union deliberately chose the 
policy of guerrilla warfare. His committee 
would have seriously considered arbitration, 
but rejected that because they were of 
opinion that the ETU had no desire for 
arbitration and would probably not abide by 
the result. 
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When the inquiry was resumed on Mon- 
day, Mr. STEVENS asked Mr. Penwill whether 
he or members of his organisation had at 
any time tried to influence members of the 
union to remove union officials from office. 

Mr. PENWILL replied “No,” but agreed 
that last year he had urged employers to 
suggest to their staffs that they should take 
an active part in the union’s affairs and 
so “get rid of disruptive elements.” 

SiR GRAHAM CUNNINGHAM: Do you not 
mean, among these disruptive elements, any 
leading officials of the union?—Yes. 

When Mr. CAMERON, QC, president of the 
court, later asked him if this included Mr. 
Stevens, Mr. Penwill replied that it included 
Mr. Stevens and others. 

The inquiry was concluded after the presi- 
dent had announced that the findings would 
be published in due course. 

Mr. PENWILL had stated earlier that rela- 
tions between the employers and the union 
had deteriorated from 1947 or 1948. “We 
were conscious of an extremist policy which 
was being preached from the top, but par- 
ticularly among some area officials,” he said. 

Mr. STEVENS, summing up the case for 
the union, said that the action of the em- 
ployers in rejecting the union’s claim for 
an increase in wages was, in their view. 
based on two main factors. “ The first is 
political considerations, and the second is 
what appears to be quite definitely a desire 
to undermine the leadership of the ETU.” 

MR. PHILLIMORE, in his final address, said 
that the actions of the union were incon- 
sistent with their words. “ This dispute,” he 
said, “has been so continued-as to result 
in the greatest harm not only to the defence 
programme and the national economy but 
to the negotiating machinery of the industry. 
You are asked to believe that that is a sheer 
coincidence.” 
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AN OIL PAINTING by F. H. Coventry, entitled “‘ The Company: Its History 
and Activities,” which ts situated in the Overseas Reception Room of the Telegraph. 
Construction and Maintenance Co., Ltd., of Greenwich. 


J 











am 
#- 


ibn 
ee 
cae Dali ciiah Mk a 


. a eS: ee * =" 


eR 3 at TK, i 


Fs 


ag fae Bo 2 Se 


ere 
£5 


tea 


pF oN 
ass 


qe ss 


WP 
ye 


ay 


baeese 


PPG 


a 


” 
a 


Be me me oy 
lie Sale Sr ge er idee 
— - iinet = - “ 





ite gibi 
ae 


482 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Research Council Appointment 


The Lord President of the Council has 
appointed Mr. W. L. Heywood, OBE, to be 


a member of the Advisory Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research from 
October 1. Mr. E. Fletcher retires from 


the Council on September 30. 


Factory at Brynmawr 


The quantity surveyors in connection with 
the factory at Brynmawr for Brynmawr 
Rubber, Ltd., which was described and 
illustrated in our issue of September 4, were 
Messrs. Davis, Belfield and Everest, of 9, 
Ashley-place, London, SWI. 


Experimental Houses, Brighton 


At the request of the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government, Brighton Corpora- 
tion are to build 120 experimental semi- 
detached houses at a cost of about £177,000. 
Building will be in association with the 
Ministry and the Building Research Station. 
The object of the experiment is to obtain 
data on the use of factory-made units in 
house building. 


Golf Match 

A match between RIBA Golfing Society 
and the London Solicitors Golfing Society, 
which it is hoped will become an annual 
event, was played at Woking Golf Club 
recently between two teams of eight a side. 
The course was in good condition and the 
weather was fine. Foursomes were played 
morning and afternoon, and on this occas- 
ion resulted in a win for the architects 
by five matches to three 


Industrial and Factory Law 


A two-day tutorial course in industrial law 
for executives and managers of industrial and 
commercial firms will begin on October 6 at 
the Exchange Hotel, Liverpooi. The lecturer 
will be Mr. Harry Samuels, MA, Barrister- 
at-Law. Applications may be made to the 
Secretary, Industrial Welfare Society (Inc.), 
48, Bryanston-square, London, WI, from 
whom further information may also be 
obtained. 


Low-Cost Bungalow 

A new type of bungalow which, it is 
claimed, can be built in about 15 days at a 
cost of £650 is to be constructed at Valley 
(Anglesey). It has been designed by Mr. 
Leslie G. Bailey, surveyor, of Devon, and is 
known as the “ Stratton-Bailey ” bungalow. 
A local resident has received the authority 
of Valley Council to erect one of the bunga- 
lows on an approved site, and the Council 
will be allowed to inspect it during construc- 
tion. 


Australian Old People’s Homes 


Johnstone Shire Council, Queensland, 
Australia, provides cottages for old age pen- 
sioners at 4s. weekly. Built in single and 
double units, with one four-unit cottage for 
women only, the houses in question are 
scattered around different areas to permit 
pensioners to participate in the normal fel- 
lowship of suburban life. Each unit com- 
prises a bedroom, kitchen, and bathroom 
with an odourless septic tank toilet. Bed, 
mattress, table, chair, fuel, stove, sink, built- 
in cupboards, and furniture are supplied 
gratis, water is laid on to the kitchen and 
bathroom, and the nominal rent includes 
electricity and water. The Queensland 
Government supports this scheme on a pound 
for pound basis to local authorities. 
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Bricklayer’s Destruction 

After a dispute about a bonus he claimed 
was unpaid, a discharged bricklayer went to 
the building site in Tichfield-road, Wednes- 
field, where he had worked and smashed 
down parts of an outhouse and a pair of 
houses, it was stated at Tettenhall Court on 
September 17. 

A plea of “ not guilty ” to doing malicious 
damage totalling £20 was made by Alan 
Cooke, aged 29, of 34 Olinthos-avenue, Wed- 
nesfield, Wolverhampton. 

Witnesses for the firm said that the dam- 
age was more than £20. 

Mr. E. C. Brown, who prosecuted, said 
that Cooke, having learned his lesson, the 
firm were willing to bear some of the dam- 
age themselves. Cooke was ordered to pay 
£10 restitution plus £6 3s. costs and given 
a conditional discharge. 


Company Interests 

Negotiations are proceeding for the pur- 
chase by Turner and Newall, Ltd. 29, 
Curzon-street, W1, of a controlling interest 
in Porter’s Cement Industries (Rhodesia), 
Ltd., which company itself holds a control- 
ling interest in Porter’s Cement Industries 
(Bulawayo), Ltd. Both companies are 
situated in Southern Rhodesia and engaged 
in the manufacture and distribution of 
asbestos cement and concrete products. 
» 


Non-Traditional Housing 


In collaboration with the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research, M. J. 
Gleeson, Ltd., of Sheffield, are to build 26 
houses with “Bellrock ” interior walling, 
as well as 24 houses of traditional type on 
the Greenhill-Bradway estate at Sheffield. 
Alderman W. Smith, chairman of Sheffield 
Housing Committee, said that the Govern- 
ment were watching the development with 
interest, and their officers would submit re- 
ports from time to time to the Ministry of 
Housing. 
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New leaflets on 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


HAVE you copies in your reference 
file of the latest leaflets showing 
the range and applications of KING 
Sliding Door Gear? From the 
lightest domestic installations to 
heavyweight power operated doors, 
there’s a KING door set for every 
need. Get the details—write for 
your copy. 
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REGISTERED MARK 


SLIDING DOOR GEAR 
Covered by British Patents 


GEO. W. KING LTD., 
STEVENAGE, HERTS. 


202 ARGYLE WORKS 
TEL.: STEVENAGE 440 
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How Bricks are Made 


_ Examples of brickwork through 
including shots of St. Botolph’s py; 
Church, Colchester, St. Albans Cathedest 
Hampton Court Palace. and a number of 
typical examples of modern brick architec 
ture, form the opening sequences of an in 
teresting film entitled “ Bricks—How the 
are made and used,” which has been or? 
duced on behalf of the Nationa! Federati 
of Clay Industries. After depicting the 
various physical properties of clay bricks 
the film goes on to show the processes of 
manufacture; the quarrying and examination 
the preparation of material, the methods em. 
ployed in producing the different types of 
bricks and the drying and firing. The use 
of scientific investigation in developing th 
products of the brick industry and the 
characteristics of engineering, facing and 
common bricks are illustrated together with 
some excellent animated sequences showing 
the formation of the various kinds of bonds. 
Other aspects covered include methods of 
jointing, the pattern and relief effects obtain. 
able in brickwork and interior brickwork 
The film is available on loan upon applica- 
tion to the Secretary of the Federation. 
Drayton House. 30, Gordon-street, London. 
WCl. 

Wolverhampton’s 5,000th House 


Sir John Hunt, leader of the Everes! 
expedition, who will be visiting Wolverhamp- 
ton on October 14 to talk at the Civic Hall 
on the expedition, has accepted an invitation 
to open the 5,000th post-war house built in 
Wolverhampton. The house is on the 
Plascom Estate. 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents 

Frank Tonks & Sons, Ltd. (523331.) Regd. Sep- 
tember 4, bldg. contractor. Nom. cap.: £10,000 
Dirs.: F. Tonks, Rebecca Tonks and N. F. Tonks 
all of 42, Prestwood-rd. West, Wednestield. 

G. H. Sage, Ltd. (523354.) Regd. September 4 
bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: G. H. Sage 
11, Teovan-rd., Addiscombe. Surrey 


the ages 


Advisory and  Constructional Engineers, Ltd 
(523388.) Regd. September 5, 343, Stoughton-rd 
Guildford, Surrey. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir: J. R 


Braham, 33, Eastbourne-ave., Gosport, Hants 
Percy Rowles & Son, Ltd. (523432.) Regd. Septem- 


ber 8, 173, Dane-rd., Sale, Ches., bidrs., etc. Nom 
cap.: £20,000. Dir.: T. H. Rowles, Sunny Brae 
Alexandra-rd., Sale, Ches. 

W. H. Maxey & Son, Ltd. (523436.) Regd. Sep- 
tember 8, 41, East Gate, Sleaford, Lincs., bidrs., con- 
tractors. Nom. cap.: £12,500. Dir.: C. W. Maxey 
31, Ashfield-rd., Sleaford. 

W. E. Judd & Co., Ltd. (523454.) Regd. Septem- 
ber 9, 32, High-st., Tunbridge Wells, bidrs. Nom 
cap.: £2,500. Dir.: F. W. Hallett, 39, Church-rd 


Tunbridge Wells. 


Carter & Ward, Ltd. (523513.) Regd. Se 
11, 146, Oxford-st., W1, bldrs., "er etc. Nom 


cap.: £1,000. Dir.: J. Carter, 9, iwood-rd 
Thames Ditton. 

D. F. Wilkinson, Ltd. (523518.) Regd. September 
11, 27, Dunstable-rd., Luton, bldrs., bldg. contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Subs.: D. F. Wilkinson ane 
Mrs. A. V. Wilkinson, 62, Marston-gdns., Luton. 

Flush Block Co. (Exhibitions), Ltd. (£23520.) Regd 


September 11, 123, Pall Mall, SW1, exhibition con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. C. F. Edgar, % 
Edge Hill, Wimbledon, signs as director 


Jenkins & Banner, Ltd. (523526.) Rezd. September 


11, 67, Llewellyn-st., Pentre, Glam., bldrs., etc. Nom 
cap.: £100. Dir.: B. Jenkins, Woodlands, The Croft, 
Ton Pentre, Giam. 

Kiln Erection & Welding, Ltd. (523527.) Read 
September 11, 9, Camden High-st., NW!, construc: 
tional engrs. and welders, steel fabricators, etc. Nom 
cap.: £100. Dir.: D. G. Young, 222, Philip. 


Tottenham, N15. 


Prior & Tavener, Ltd. (523537.) Regd. September 
11, bidrs. and contractors. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dits 
J. L. H. Tavener ang Mrs. F. A. Tavenet, 19 
Chingford Mount-rd., E4. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Cable Sealing Sleeves 

A range of polychloroprene sealing sleeves 
for terminating cables used in normally dry 
conditions has been developed by the British 
Insulated ¢ allender’s. Cables, Ltd., 21, 
Bloomsbury-strect, WCl. They were shown 
for the first time at the Engineering, Marine 
and Welding Exhibition held at Olympia. 


Changes of Address 

The “Zeta” Wood Flooring Company 
(1910), Ltd., have now removed to more 
commodious premises at Frederick-street, 
Stratford, London, E15. Telephone remains 
as: Maryland 2678-9. 

W. H. Heywood and Co., Ltd., glaziers 
and roofing engineers of Bayhall Works, 
Huddersfield, have changed their London 
address from 54 Victoria-street, Westminster, 
SWI, to Hope House, Gt. Peter-street, 
Westminster, SW1. (Tel.: Abbey 1077-8.) 


Building By-Laws 

An 11th edition of Volume I, entitled 
“Buildings,” of Knights Annotated Model 
By-Laws is now available. This edition 
follows the pattern of building by-laws 
based on the revised Model Building By- 
Laws issued by the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government last July. Localities 
where building by-laws based on the 
November, 1952. Model have been adopted 
will be interested in the 10th edition, which 
followed the pattern of that particular 
Model. Copies of both editions may be 
obtained from the publishers, Charles 
Knight and Co.. Ltd., 11-12 Bury-street, St. 
Mary Axe, EC2. 


Bungalows at Ellesmere Port 


Some 280 Hawksley construction type 
BLSD bungalows were included in the 2,000 
houses completed since the war for the Elles- 
mere Port, Mereport UDC. The work was 
carried out on two sites, one at Rivacre 
Estate, Overpool, where Hawksley Construc- 
tions, Hucclecote, Glos., supplied and erected 
248 bungalows within 15 months, includ- 
ing the complete siteworks. The re- 
maining 32 were erected in nine months at 
the Orchard Farm Estate, Whitby. Each 
bungalow provides three bedrooms, a large 
living-room, kitchen, bathroom and we, to- 
gether with an outhouse attached to the 
bungalow by a covered way. They were 
erected with unskilled labour in semi- 


detached pairs and are of light alloy con- 
struction. 


School Construction 


If the present rate of construction is main- 
tained, the shell of the Churchdown 
Secondary Modern School, Gloucestershire. 
's expected to be completed within three 
months. Operations began on September 1, 
” firm of Hills (West Bromwich), 
re Seon read, West Bromwich, believe 
> ti edule of three months for the shell 
The « one oF the fastest for such a project. 
, — of construction being employed 
saul Presweld, which includes the 
— and supply of galvanised steel 
ork, Windows, sheet metal and pre- 

: concrete cladding units. After the 
a of the building, the finishing of 
tive - team be proceeded with irrespec- 
RS weather conditions. The site for the 
Saesal was prepared in advance by the 

contractors, W. T. Nicholls and 


Sons, Ltd., of Churchdown. 
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Power Transmission 


At the Textile Recorder Machinery and 
Accessories Exhibition, which opens on 
October 14, a power transmission drive will 
make its first appearance on the stand of 
J. H. Fenner and Co., Ltd., Marfleet, Hull. 
This spinning frame variable speed drive is 
understood to provide an infinite variation 
within the speed range provided, a locking 
arrangement to eliminate all internal move- 
ment in the variable speed pulley, and a 
vernier indicator to facilitate the attainment 
of the exact speed required. Other items 
displayed will include V-belts, taper-lock 
pulleys, and flat belting. 


Ventilation Grille 


An air-distribution device produced by 
Richard Crittall and Co., Ltd., 151, Great 
Portland-street, W1, is designed for use in 
all classes of buildings. Called the “ De- 
flecto” grille, its primary advantage is 
understood to be the high air velocities per- 
missible without undue noise. The two sets 
of grille blades are adjustable to permit the 
discharge or diffusion of the air stream in 
any direction or manner. Intended for hori- 
zontal discharge, the grille is claimed to 
operate satisfactorily at velocities in excess 
of 1,000 ft. min. and to deliver sufficient 
volumes of air to perform the functions of 
several ordinary grilles, thus obviating the 
necessity of a duct. A volume control is 
incorporated as an integral part of the unit. 
and the total depth of the grille, together 
with the opposed blade damper, is under 
4 in. Grilles can be supplied in all sizes 
in excess of 6 in. square 
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Glass and Plastic Laminates Exhibition 


An exhibition of glass and plastic lamin- 
ates, with special application to roofing, is 
to be held by the Cascelloid Division of the 
British Xylonite Co., Ltd., at 9, Conduit- 
street, London, W1, on September 29, from 
10 am to 4.30 pm. Demonstration films 
will be shown at 10.30 am and 3 pm. 


Adaptable Electrical Plug 


Back in production again after a lapse of 
18 months owing to shortage of materials 
is the six-way plug, series AF/1, manufac- 
tured by Crater Products, Ltd., The Lye, St. 
John’s, Woking, Surrey. This plug, measur- 
ing 2 in. long by 2 in, diameter, contains in 
its body six different sets of pins to fit all 
sockets ranging from 2-pin 2-amp. to 3-pin 
15-amp. Once connected, the wiring is not 
altered, the different combinations being 
selected by turning the six-position shutter. 


Stokers and Boilers 


Among the latest literature published by 
Hope’s Heating and Engineering, Ltd., 
Smethwick, Birmingham, is “ Warmth With- 
out Work.” list no. 286, and “ Hope’s 
Motor Stoker: Combination Model,” list 
no. 285. The former leaflet discusses the 
advantages of converting a boiler to oil- 
firing, and the latter describes and illustrates 
certain features of their combination bun- 
ker-fed stoker. Engineers are available 
from the firm to inspect plant and give 
advice. 


Hydraulic Loader 


Now available to overseas buyers as well 
as the home market is the “ Muir-Hill LH-1” 
hydraulic loader marketed by E. Boydell and 
Co., Ltd., Old Trafford, Manchester. This 
machine weighs under two tons, and requires 
a minimum of 6 ft. 6 in. headroom, and 
has a turning circle of 7 ft. 6 in. radius. It 
has a maximum under-bucket clearance of 
6 ft. 6 in., to enable it to load into hoppers, 
bunkers and skips. Three alternative sizes 
of bucket are available, including a standard 
size of 10.5 cu. ft. capacity, a heavy duty 
bucket of 6.5 cu. ft. and a light materials 
bucket of 14.5 cu. ft. for coal and coke. 
The unit is powered as standard by a 3-cyl. 
diesel engine of 2.36 litres capacity, develop- 
ing 30 bhp at 1,800 rpm. A four-cylinder 
petrol engine is available as an alternative. 


Maintenance Grader 


A light maintenance grader designed to 
handle smaller jobs is being produced by 
Aveling-Barford, Ltd., of Grantham. This 
machine has a working weight of 8,000 Ib., 
and is powered by a four-cylinder Fordson 
major diesel engine of 42 bhp. The blade 
has a standard length of 9 ft., with a reach 
of 2ft. 6 in. beyond the tyres, and the 
maintenance grader has a turning radius of 
17 ft. 7 in. with a variable drawbar height. 
The controls are hydraulic, and independent 
foot brakes on each final drive shaft allow 
power turns to be made on bad ground. This 
new machine is not expected to be in full 
production until next spring, but a pre- 
production model was exhibited by the 
manufacturers at the recent Ministry of 
Works Building Plant Exhibition and 
Demonstration at Nottingham. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


At a board meeting of the Ragusa Asphalte Pav- 
ing Co., Ltd., of 55-59, Oxford-street. London, W.1, 
held on September 17, Mr. F. James Bagciay, 
MinstMechE, was elected to the board — 
appointed managing director in place of Mr. P. i 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents) 


*Australia.—Messrs. Leo Rogaly and 
Lewis Pty., Ltd., 33, Bathurst-street, Sydney, 
are interested in securing agencies for all 
types of electrical tools, and particularly 
drills, sanders, metal shears, disc polishers, 
routers, belt sanders, wood workers, nibblers, 
blowers, etc. Interested UK manufacturers 
should communicate direct with the Sydney 
firm. Inquiries by telephone should be made 
to the Export Services Branch of the Board 
of Trade, Tel.: Chancery 4411, extension 
351. 


Canada.—The International Nickel Co. of 
Canada, Ltd., has announced that it is under- 
taking the production of by-product iron 
ore from nickel ores in the Sudbury District 
of Ontario, where its mining operations are 
centred. Outlining plans for the project 
recently, J. Roy Gordon, vice-president and 
general manager of Canadian operations, 
said the company was beginning immediately 
the construction of a $i6m, plant in the 
Copper Cliff area as the first unit in an 
operation which will ultimately yield about 
Im. tons of high-grade iron ore a year in 
addition to nickel from Sudbury ores. 


*Ceylon.—Messrs. Maurice Roche, Maha- 
raja-bidgs., Bankshall-st., Colombo, wish to 
obtain the representation of UK warehouse- 
men or exporters of galvanised, plain and 
corrugated sheets, galvanised barbed wire. 
wire nails, mild-steel rounds, angles, flats, 
tees, channels, squares, etc., rolled-steel 
joists, mild-steel tea hoop iron, mild-steel 
plates and sheets, galvanised wire, wire net- 
ting, tin plates, brass and copper sheets, 
asbestos cement flat and corrugated sheets. 
etc. Interested UK firms should write direct 
to the company. Inquiries by telephone 
should be made to Chancery 4411, extension 
38 


lrak.—Ransomes and Rapier, Ltd., of 
Ipswich, have been awarded a _ contract 
for the construction of sluice gates and 
operating gear for the Government of Irak. 
This £570,000 contract was secured in the 
face of strong competition from German. 
French and Austrian firms. This contract is 
for the Wadi Tharthar project, about 100 
miles north of Bagdad, and entails the con- 
struction of 17 barrage gates, each 40 ft. 
span by 16 ft. deep, and 28 regulator gates. 
each 40 ft. span by 21 ft. deep, complete 
with operating gear. Nearly 4,000 tons of 
material will be involved in their construc- 
tion. All the work will be carried out at 
Ipswich and will be shipped to Basra for 
Bagdad. The Wadi Tharthar scheme will 
enable the flood waters of the River Tigris 
to be stored in a depression in the desert. 
During the low river season the stored water 
will be returned to the Tigris, increasing 
the supply of water for irrigation. 


Israel.—Plans are being drawn up for the 
construction of three new cinemas each with 
a seating capacity of 2.000 in Jerusalem. 
Haifa and Tel Aviv. So far no tenders have 
been put out for the work. It is thought 
likely that tenders will be invited for the 
individual cinemas once the designs have 
been approved by the companies concerned. 
Cost of each will be about £150.000. 

A crystal factory has been opened at Tel 
Aviv, established on the initiative of the 
Ministry of Defence and built by American 
and local capital. The Israeli Ministry of 
Defence is NOW examining plans for the 


* From “the Board of Sead ners : 
Qsemation Service of Trade Special Register In- 
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buildings of other factories which can be 
usefully switched for national defence. 


Pakistan.—The Government of Pakistan 
has now established a Planning Board, which 
has been empowered to prepare a National 
Development Plan based on the fullest 
utilisation of the country’s resources. The 
Board is to be under the chairmanship of 
a leading Pakistani banker, Mr. Zahid 
Husain. As a step in the right direction, 
the Government has now sanctioned the 
execution of the Warsak multi-purpose pro- 
ject. It is estimated to cost several million 
pounds. The project will consist of a 235 ft. 
high and 620 ft. long rock-filled dam across 
the Kabul River about 19 miles from Pesha- 
war, and an underground power house to 
accommodate five generating units of 30,000 
kw. each. In addition to providing 150,000 
kw. electric power, 93,000 acres of land in 
the North-West Frontier Province will be 
irrigated by means of a high-level canal 
to be taken from the reservoir. 

Two sugar-cane factories are to be built 
at Leiah and Lyallpur in the Punjab with 
a yearly production of 365,000 tons. This 
is part of a new programme of industrial 
development in the Punjab. Also in the 
programme are plans for the construction 
of rayon mills at Okara. 

Peru.—An important power station is to 
be erected at Vilcanota near the City of 
Cuzco in Southern Peru. Foreign firms are 
to be invited to carry out the surveys on 
the basis of a draft plan which will be 
issued to interested companies soon through 
the British Commercial Secretariat at Lima. 
Peru’s capital. Tenders will be invited for 
the construction of the power station and 
connected works together with tenders for 
other parts of the project. It is thought 
unlikely that tenders will be accepted for 
isolated parts of the scheme. The initial 
capacity of the station is to be 20,000 kw., and 
its eventual capacity 40,000 kw., to be sup- 
plied by four units of 10,000 kw. each. 
The draft provides for 40 cubic metres of 
water per second to be dropped 115 metres 
All the power generated is to be transmitted 
to the city of Cuzco. a-distance of 60 km. 
The only detailed specification laid down 
for the transmission line is that it shall be of 
66.000 volts. The cost of carrying out these 
works within three years is estimated at 
about £1m. It is thought that a seven-year 
credit will be required. In addition, the 
organisation which succeeds in tendering for 
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the complete scheme will be responsible for 
arranging the finance for the scheme. 


*Southern Rhodesia. — The : 
Rhodesian Government Tender pet ae 
issued a call for tenders for the supply of 
seven } cu. yd. full revolving crawler mounted 
excavators having diesel power units and 
fitted with face shovel attachments, The 
bucket capacity must not be less than 
+ cu. yd. The power unit of each machine 
is to have not less than a 54 b.h.p. at 
5,000 ft. 12 hour continuous rating, where 
the mean summer temperature is 90 deg. F, 
and the maximum 110 deg. F. Tenders 
should be sent to the Secretary of the Tender 
Board, PO Box 75, Causeway, Southern 
Rhodesia, by October 6 next. All inquiries 
by telephone should be made to Chancery 
4411, extension 738 or 771. 


Turkey.—A large textile factory is to be 
built at Balikesir in Turkey. The construc- 
tion of the buildings of this large cotton 
textile mill, which is to be set up with 
private investments from the local people 
and with capital put up by the Is, Sumer 
and Ziraat (Agricultural) Banks, totalling 
approximately £7m., was contracted for 
only last month. The factory is scheduled 
for completion by the end of 1954. Well- 
known European firms are to be approached 
regarding the purchase of the necessary 
machinery and other equipment. 

Plans have now been completed to build 
a new dam and hydro-electric power plant 
at Demikopru on the Gediz River not far 
from Izmir. The project incorporates a 
246-ft. earthfill dam with a_ reservoir 
capacity of 1.16 billion cubic metres to con- 
trol periodic floods in the Gediz River 
Valley and in conjunction with another 
reservoir on Lake Marmara to provide irriga- 
tion for 134,000 hectares of farming land. 
Its 70,000-kw. power plant situated two miles 
from the dam will generate 152m. kwh. of 
electric power per annum. This energy will 
be transmitted to towns and cities in the 
Gediz River basin by means of one 174-mile 
154,000-volt line and one 40-mile 33,000-volt 
transmission line. It is anticipated that the 
cost of the project will be about £8m., ol 
which some £34m. will be in the form ol 
foreign exchange for the purchase of 
materials from abroad. Approximately 
another £9m. will be required for the high- 
voltage transmission lines. The project |S 
due to start in the spring of next year and 
should take three years to complete. 

*USA.—Rauwald Associates in Green 
Bay, Wisconsin, are interested in receiving 
quotations from UK manufacturers for the 
following items that can be sold to the 


building trade: Paint sundries. age 
specialities, builders’ hardware. They — 
like interested manufacturers to contac 


them direct, sending all available brochures. 
illustrations. etc., and quoting prices, if pos 
sible, landed Milwaukee. Telephone inquiries 
should be made to Chancery 4411, extension 
895. 


Venezuela.—Venezuela’s Iron Syndicate. 
known as Sindicato de Hierro, is going ahead 
with its plans to develop a steel rege 
in the country. A US firm, Ramseyer 4? 
Miller, has been entrusted with the work of 


. v « a 
preparing plans for blast furnaces, me a 
Norwegian company, Elektrokemis. poe 

irectic 


group of Swiss engineers under the d 
of Professor R. Durrer have been asked t 
submit a report on the possibility of settiné 
up electric furnaces. An interesting Press 
interview given by the vice-president © 
United States Steel recently reveals that this 
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large company 15 behind the Venezuelan 


plans. 

“Papelera Venezolana SA” is 
Ba = a paper factory in Carabobo. 
Fstimated cost is about £300,000. This 
seems to be the prelude to the building of 
a number of paper and pulp ventures, as the 
Venezuelan authorities are also examining 
the possibility of making paper from bagasse. 


The U.S. firm “Abbott Laboratories, Inc.,” 
has announced its intention of building a 
plant to make its medicines on the outskirts 
of Caracas. Construction is due to com- 
mence shortly, and the cost is said to be 
about £400,000. The trading company Sears 
Roebuck, Ltd., is to open its sixth store in 
the country. Designs are being made and 
it is being hinted that the building will be of 
yltraemodern design. The store will be situated 
in Maracay. 

Five new hotels are to be built in 
Venezucla’s better-known cities. One is to 
go up on the coast near La Guaira and the 
others are to be built at Porlamar, Barinas, 
Coro and Trujillo. The Venezuelan authori- 
ties are setting aside £1,200,000 to cover 
the cost of these hotels. 


An African Tour 


Mr. John H. Lawrence, managing director 
of Jenolite, Ltd., specialists in chemical pre- 
treatment and metal finishing, has left this 
country for a business tour of South and 
East Africa. The trip, which aims at opening 
up new markets and developing those already 
established in the two territories, will in- 
clude points of call at Nairobi (Kenya 
Colony), Durban, East London, Jenolite’s 
South African factory at Johannesburg, and 
their sales office at Cape Town. 


Street Lighting 

A publication entitled “Street Lighting ” 
has been issued by the General Electric Co.. 
Ltd, Magnet House, Kingsway, WC2. It 
contains a selection of day and night photo- 
graphs of installations and work undertaken 
by the GEC in Great Britain and overseas. 


Flats at Hull 


_ To replace former slum dwellings, Hull 
is to build three six-storey blocks comprising 
69 flats, on a site fronting Porter-street and 
between St. Luke-street and Adelaide-street. 
They will cost £160,930 and will be built 
by the Hull firm of J. Mather and Son, if 
the tender is approved by the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government. Each 
block is planned to have 13 two-bedroomed 
flats and 10 three-bedroomed flats, and 
tenants will share a communal laundry unit. 
The main outside walls of the blocks will 
be in two colours of brick and each block 
will have a flat roof. The site will-be laid 
out by the Hull Parks and Burials Depart- 


ment. Once work begins, the blocks are 
Xpected to take about 14 months to 
complete 


Building Texchers’ Conference 


a Building Teachers’ Conference have 
clected the following officers to serve for the 
Year 1953-54 President, Mr. W. Lee, FIOB; 
vice-president’ Mr. N. Howdill; hon. treas- 
urer, Mr. D. Winston Aldred, FRIBA; and 


pis “air Mr. J. Lloyd. In addition, five 
b a Ts oO: ‘he committee are to be elected 
4 oo t. The next meeting of the 
at mpl veing arranged to take place 


© Saturday, December 5, at the 


Polytechnic. p °2zent-street. 


ae f 
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The 


SCOTTISH 


BUILDER 


Tribute to Architect 


SIR JAMES MILLER, Lord Provost of 

Edinburgh, at a meeting of the Lord 
Provost’s Committee, paid tribute to the 
valuable service over the years of Mr. A. G. 
Forgie, City Architect of Edinburgh, who 
retires at the end of the month. Sir James 
referred especially to Mr. Forgie’s work in 
the reconstruction of the Royal Mile. 





Fewer House Applicants 


_ THE NUMBER of applicants for new houses 
in all districts of Caithness has dropped 
since rents were increased by the county 
council, it was stated at a recent meeting of 
the Public Health and Welfare Committee. 
Applicants from other parts of the county 
had been considered for one of four houses 
let at Ackergill, near Wick. 


Clyde Tunnel 


AUTHORITY has been given to the personal 
assurance which was given in Glasgow re- 
cently that the Clyde tunnel project will take 
high national priority. The Minister of 
Transport is now working out a system of 
priorities on a national basis and has repeated 
his assurance that Glasgow’s scheme will 
take priority. The scheme, long advocated 
as a Vital link between north and south sides 
of the city, will go below the Clyde at White- 
inch-Linthouse and will take a major flow 
of traffic in this area and westward, off the 
existing city centre bridges which are too 
acutely congested for comfort. 


Aberdeen Building Week 


AN ABERDEEN building week exhibition, 
organised by the local building industry and 
its allied professions in association with the 
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local authority and the Ministry of Works, 
has been scheduled for the period October 
9 to 17. The main purpose of the exhibi- 
tion is to further the education of those al- 
ready in the industry, to interest those who 
intend to enter it, and to give the general 
public an insight into: the work which is be- 
ing carried out in the district. 


The exhibition will be housed in the 
MacRobert hall, aad a part of the art gallery, 
whilst practical demonstrations in training 
for the building industry will be carried out 
at the trades college. Among the principal 
exhibits at the MacRobert hall and the art 
gallery will be the many aspects of housing 
construction and new methods of mainten- 
ance; examples of materials used in 
building; powered tools and equipment; 
models and drawings showing local 
building schemes and town planning pro- 
posals; models and diagrams illustrating 
plumbing practice; and many features per- 
taining to the work of the architect. the civil 
engineer and the quantity surveyor. 


Displays by the Ministry of Works will 
include the functions of their technical in- 
formation officers providing a link betwees 
local interests and research organisations. 
Officers will be in attendance to deal with 
inquiries. The work of the Ministry’s 
Ancient Monument’s Division will be illus- 
trated by photographs and drawings. 


The exhibition will be open daily from 
2 to 9 p.m. (Saturdays 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.) 
Admission free. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Bellshill._-Lanarkshire CC to erect a new Catholic 
school. The architect is William Watt (F), Council 
Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Carnwarty.—Lanarkshire CC to have plans _pre- 
nared for new council houses for which the architect 
is Samuel MacColl (A), County-chbrs., Beckford-st.. 
Hamilton West 

East Kilbride.—Development Corporation to have 
plans prepared for 432 houses and 60 lock-up garages 
which are to be erected at the Calderwood housing 


site. The architect is Frank Scott (L), Torrence 
House, East Kilbride, Lanarkshire. 
Glasgow.—Pians in hand for alterations and 


additions at Renfrew-st., Garnethill, and the same at 
Brunswick-st., Trongate, for which the architect is 
Baron Bereott (F), 113, Blythswood-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations and 
additions for W. B. Dick & Co., Ltd., Crownpoint- 
rd., Dennistoun, for which the architects are Watson, 
Salmond & Gray (F&A). Central Station-bidgs.. 
Union-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Ptans for extensions to be carried out 
at their works off Langsland-rd., Govan. are in the 
hands of the Wilson Terrazzo Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., 302, Drumoyne-rd.. Glasgow. , 

Glasgow.—Pians in hand for alterations and 
additions at 51/61, Dumbarton-rd., Partick, for John 
MacLeod, Ltd. The architect is D. P. Swan, 44, St. 
Vincent-st., Glasgow. : 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for alterations and 
additions for B. Carruth, Ltd., at Janefield-st., 
Gallozate, for which the architect is William Baird. 
147, Main-st., Bellshill. : 

Glasgow.—Pians in hand for alterations and 
addition for Todd; Cunningham & Petrie, Ltd.. to 
be made at 1 to 29, Albion-st., and 60 to 74, Trongate. 
for which the architects are North & Ptars., 49, 
Broadway, Maidenhead. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new hall at Culloden- 
dr., for which the architect is J. Stuart Keith, 43, 
Viewmount-dr., Maryhill. Glasgow. ; 

Grangemouth.—John Wight & Co. (Edinburgh). 
Ltd., building contractors, have acquired a site at 
Earls Gate, where they plan to erect a new factory 
and office building. 

Lanarkshire.—-Pians to be prepared for garage and 
shops, etc., which are to be erected at Buchan-st. 
The architects are Gavin Paterson & Son (A), 6, 
Cadzow-st., Hamilton. : 

Lamarkshire.—Pians to be prepared for extensions 
to Greengairs Hall, for which the architect is David 
Shanks, 11, Meikle-rd., Greengairs is 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for additions, and 
alterations to Bigger Laundry, for which the architect 
is James J. Shannon (F), 45, High-st., Biggar. 

Lan: _—Plans to be prepared for new offices 
at their works by The Clyde Crane & Engineering Co., 

ossend, Bellshill. 
Listes .—Plans to be Bhi crmsg F _ = phe 
' i Special Housing Association, be 23 
Paikirk houses which will be erected at the Cam 
housing site. The architect 's J. Austin Dent (A), 
15/19, Palmerston-pil., West End, Edinburgh. 
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THE BUILDER 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
Previous issues 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained 


BUILDING 


SEPTEMBER 238. 
*tSaltburn and Marske-by-the-Sea UDC. — Three 
shops and five domestic premises on Marske-rd. estate, 
Saltburn ( D. Taylor, LRIBA. 41, Baxtergate, 


Whitby. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by October 20 
SEPTEMBER 30. 
*+Hants CC.—Police house with office attached, 
Ibsley, nr. Ringwood, County A, Winchester. Dep. 
£i Is 


OCTOBER 1. 

*+Bristol TC.—Erection of a 
Dragonswell-rd., Henbury. J. Nelson 
City A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tHarpenden UDC.—56 houses on Batford (South) 
estate Harris, Clerk of Council. Dep. £1 Is 
Tenders by October 26 

*tSouthampton CBC.—Hutting annexe at Weston 
Park Inf. Sct Boro’ A Dep. £1. Tenders by 
October 19 


doctor’s house at 
Meredith (F). 


OCTOBER 3. 


*+Essex CC,.—Hutted classrooms at Romford County 


Tech. College County A., Chelmsford 
*+Swansea CBC. Scullery/dining-room, Penie! 
Green school, Llansamlet. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 
*tSwansea CBC.—-~40 flats, Gendros estate Boro’ 


A Dep £5 
*+Twickenham BC. 
Side, Chertsey-rd., Butts Farm estate, 
Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by October 23 
OCTOBER §. 
*Southampton CBC.—44 old people’s homes and 
communal block at Harefield. BE Dep. £2 
OCTOBER 6. 
*+Rotherbam CBC.—Control centre in 
thorpe Valley-rd. BE Dep. £2 2s 
OCTOBER 7. 


_*tHayes and Harlington UDC.—S0 dwellings and 
six shops on Bambhill estate, instalment 5, section 5 


E&s. 
OCTOBER 8. 

Falmouth TC.—Eight flats. nine bungalows on 
Beacon Camp and Penwerris housing sites. BS. Dep 
£3 3s. 

Liverpool City C.—<a) 12 flats, Titchfield-st.; (b) 
six flats, Cornwallis-st.; (c) two houses. Landford-ave.. 
East Lancashire-rd. City A. Dep. £2 2s. each case. 

Stalybridge TC.—104 houses at Copley housing 
estate. TC. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 9. 

*Salford City C.—New bathroom extensions to 34 
houses at Seaford-rd. estate. City E.Dep. £2 2s 

*Southend-on-Sea CBC.—Police garages and inci- 
dental works in Claremont-rd., Westcliff. Boro’ A 
Dep. £1 


~72 flats and maisonettes, South 
Feltham BE 


Herring- 


OCTOBER 10. 

12 houses and four flats at Church 
Steel and Owen, architects, 7. 
Dep. £2 2s 

OCTOBER 12. 

*Colchester BC.—112 dwellings on Monkwick site. 


Tadcaster RDC. 
Fenton Anthony 
Greek-st., Leeds I 


J. S. Orchard, AMICE, Boro’ E, 64, West Stockwell- 
st., Colchester. Dep. £2 2s 

*Epping RDC.—Public convenience at Potter-st 
Harlow E&S. Dep. £2 2s 

*Gt. Yarmouth BC.—14 flats and two bungalows 


BE’s Architect's Office. 
OCTOBER 14. 


in Caister-rd. 


*Bath TC.—Two pairs of houses on Oakiey estate. 
City Planning Officer and Architect, 7, North Parade- 
bidgs., Bath. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 15. 

East Barnet UDC.—Construction of two groups ot 
1S and 17 houses on the Brunswick Park-rd. housing 
scheme. E&S. Town Hall, Station-rd., New Barnet, 
Herts. Dep. £2 2s 

OCTOBER 16. 

*Lowestoft BC.—Additiona! classrooms at Alderman 
Woodrow county sec. boy’s sch. BE. Dep. £2 2s 

*Southend-on-Sea CBC.—Alterations and additions 


to Sports Pavilion, White Hall, Cavendish Sports 
Ground, Westcliff. Boro’ A. Dep. £1 

a OCTOBER 17. 

Linlithgow TC.-—-Trades for six houses at Buncles 


Land. Burgh S. 


. OCTOBER 19. 


“Brentford and Chiswick BC. — Erection of con- 
venience, Brentford Market. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Darlington CB—Construction of bus station, Feet- 
hams. BS. Town Hall. Dep. £2 


*Sunderland [Education Authority.—Erection of 
Hylton Red House Primary Infants’ Sch. Boro’ A, 
Grange House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland. Dep. £2 2s 


*Woking UDC.—Convenience at High-rd., Byfleet. 


EXS. 
OCTOBER 20. 
*Dover BC.—42 housing units, Aycliffe. BE. Brook 


House. Dep. £2 2s 

Yeovil RDC.—Three houses at Sutton Bingham, 
with site works, contract No. 10. Herbert Lapworth 
& Ptnrs.. engineers, 25, Victoria-st., Westminster, 


SWI. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 21. 
*Morecambe and Heysham BC.—Four shops and 
eight flats, Trumacar estate. BS. Dep. £2 2s 
OCTOBER 22. 
*Berks CC.—Primary school at Valley-rd., Newbury 
County A, Reading. Dep. £2 2s 
*Hemel Hempstead BC.—Six old people’s dwellings 


at Adeyfield A. H. Turner, AMICE, Boro’ E., 
Market-sq., Hemel Hempstead. 
*Norfolk CC.—Fire station at Swan-la., Harleston 


County A., Norwich 
OCTOBER 24. 

Erection of 90 flats at Ingrave, 
Dep. £5 5s 


*tEast Ham CB. 
near Brentwood. Chief Housing Officer 


OCTOBER 27. 


*Iiford BC.—Public convenience at Oakfleld-rd. 
BE Dep. £2 2s 
PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 


OCTOBER 12. 


Wrexham BC.——-E&S. (Materials.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
OCTOBER 7. 


-Roads and sewers on Brownhills- 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


Brownhills UDC. 
rd. housing site, Norton Canes. 
OCTOBER 15. 
*Colne Valley Sewerage Board.—Extension of 
Maple Lodge disposal works at Rickmansworth. 
Sandford Fawcett & Ptnrs., 54, Victoria- 
st.. Westminster, SWI 
OCTOBER 16. 
Bury St. Edmunds BC.—One million gallon capacity 
r.c. reservoir at West-rd. BE Dep. £3 3s 
OCTOBER 17. 
Newcastle Emlyn RDC,.—Laying of approx. 19 
miles of asbestos-cement pressure pipes and construc- 
tion of r.c. reservoir of 150,000 gals. capacity in con- 


engineers, 


nection with the Cenarth/Penboyr water supply 
scheme J. Owen Parry and Lewis, consultant en- 
gineers, Ammanford. Dep. £5 


OCTOBER 22. 


Torquay BC.—Construction of concrete and stone- 
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ware pipe sewers—main drainz contract N 
BE, Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. **t No. 4a. 
Flic OCTOBER 23. 
Billericay UDC.—Ramsden  BelJhous (Wick 
sewerage, contract No. 1. Willcox, Rai sed) 


shall, engineers, 33, Gt. ‘ Bo. and Mar 
Dep. £5 5s. Charles-st.. Birmingham 3, 


OCTOBER 24. 
Limehurst RDC.—Construction and 


Waterloo sewage works. E&S. 26). Gimions to 
Waterloo, Ashton-under-Lyne. Dep. £5 Oldham , 
OCTOBER 26. 


St. Helens CB.—Contract No. 2621. Sutton int 
cepting sewer (Northern Section), Derbyshire Hill ans 
drainage scheme. B&WE, Town Hai! “ay 


Dep. £2 2s 
OCTOBER 31. 

tLoadon CC.—General works and 
nection with main drainage systems, 
prevention works, street improvements, brid 2e 
walls, subways, tunnels, Woolwich ferry nr a 
aga Chief E, County Hall, Westminster Bridge 

Wisbech BC.—4.000 lin. yds. sewers, 435 | 
main, pumping station and incidental works 
Raikes and Marshall, engineers, 33, G: 
Birmingham 3. Dep. £5 5s. 


NOVEMBER 4. 
Barnstaple BC and RDC.—Sewers. 
works and effluent outfall in connection with Taw 
sewerage—South Bank—Contract No. 3. Lemon & 
Blizard, chartered civil engineers, 1, Glenside, College- 
ave., Mannamead, Plymouth. Dep. £3 3s 


NOVEMBER 12. 

Monmouth RDC.—Trelleck water supply scheme 
comprising laying of pipes and construction of pump- 
ing stations and reservoir. Thomas and Morgan and 
a? 23, Gelliwastad-rd., Pontypridd, Giam. Dep 

0 10s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Bermondsey.—APPOINTMENT.—IP Com. recommend 
that H. V. Ashley & Winton Newman, architects 
3, Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, WC1, be instructed to 
prepare plans for the development of housing site 
No. 10, Roseberry-st. 

Bermondsey.—Fiats.—TP Com. have 
sketch plans and layout plan for the deve! 
the Barnham-st./Druid-st. site by the 
four-storey biock of 32 flats, with 16 pram stores and 
10 garages. Also the appointment of Widnell & 
frollope, Broadway-court, Broadway, SW1, as quan- 
tity surveyors in connection with the scheme 


repairs in con- 
Thames flood- 


In. yds, 
Willcox 
Charles-st., 


Purification 


approved 





Bermondsey.—F.iats.—Revised layout plans and 
sketch plans submitted by H. V. Ashley & Winton 
Newman, architects, 3, Werulam-bidgs., Gray’s Inn, 


WC, for the erection of 54 flats in the first phase 
development of Moodkee-st. site have been approved 
by TP Com., together with layout plan and sketch 
plans for the erection of 78 flats on Linsey-st. site 
submitted by the same architects 

Hackney.—SiteE AcQuisition.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the acquisition for housing purposes of the site 


of Nos. 73-79 (odd), Amburst-rd., at estimated cost 
£8,000; sites of Nos. 106 and 108, Cecilia-rd., at esti 
mated cost £3,350; also sites of 58-64 (even), Pens- 


hurst-rd., at estimated cost £2,500 

Hackney.—DweLiincs.—BC are recommended by 
Hsg. Com. to approve the development of Clapton 
Common (No. 3) housing site by the construction of 
46 dwellings, 5 shops and lock-up garages at total 
estimated cost £109,000. 

Hampstead.—Hovusinc.—BE and Hsg. A. have pre- 
pared and submitted working drawings of a scheme 
for the erection of seven houses at Kemplay-rd. hous- 
ing scheme._ Hsg. Com. have approved the proposals 
in principle. 

Hampstead.—Der~ELOPMENT.—-LCC has given a 
1 TP approval to BC’s proposals for the use of the 





sites of Nos. 17-35, Kilburz Priory and 27-29, Spring- 
field-la. for housing purposes. 
Holborn.—Orrices.—Building licences have been 
granted to Cassell & Co., Ltd., publishers og 
erection of the first stage of a new bt at NOs. 





35-36, Red Lion-sq. and No. 15, Theobalds-rd., he 
at estimated cost of £50,000. The architects for te 


scheme are Tubbs, Duncan & Osburn, 12, Grays 
Inn-sq., WCl. 

Islington.—Sire Acquisition.—Hsg. Com. recom 
mend the acquisition of Nos. 18, 19 and 2! Highbury- 
cres. and also property to the rear No. 18 tor 
housing purposes, at a cost of £8,500. It 1s yoo" 
cipated that 32 flats will be built on the site, 3 


Hsg. Com. als commend the appointment of 
g also rec 


E. C. P. Monson, FA.RIBA, 120, Moorzate-t.. ere 
as architects, and O. E. Parratt. FRICS, Adela 


House, London Bridge, EC4, as quantity surveyor G 

Lambeth.—Snors anp Fiats.—M of H and = 
has given loan sanction to BC of £6,538 for 18 
erection of seven shops and 20 flats on sit ae 6] 
Knight’s Hill. Also £132,482 for the erection of © 
dwellings on site No. 23, Benton’s-la. ana “7 nine 
the acquisition of site No. 32, Tulse Hill for ous 
purposes. 

Stoke Newington.—HovusinGc.—Plans '«\« ra 
pared by Howes & Jackman, architects for BC of 


bidgs., Gray’s Inn, WC1, for the erection 
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. nd a branch library on the sites of 
2 dwellings oan Howard-rd.; 42 flats and 14 maison- 
was. 42-60 aig 'Nos. 41 and 43, Lavers-rd. and the 
gies 08 a emporsty housing site: two maisonettes 
ra : at the Bethune-rd. temporary housing site 
got 51 flats, at Bethune-rd.; 44 flats at Clissold- 
- vcforterd. temporary housing 
. llings at ; 125 dwellings at site 
gtr; 101 dye23, Lordship-rd.; and 108 dwellings at 
’ pre Park Queen Elizabeth’s-walk site. 
gure SHOWROOM anpd OrFices.—Scheme 
Fee of a showroom and offices at sites 
for the ey. Foubert’s-p!. for Foumar Properties, 
t Nos veing prepared by Ronald Ward & Partners, 
ae Lowndes-st., swl 


(PROVINCIAL) 


to invite tenders for 86 houses at 








Aberystwyth.—-BC 
Penybont West site. ae ‘ ae 
ha _—BC to issue building licence to A. 
Facog Bold-st.., for erection of six houses, 
Hodder-st. : 
.—CC propose fire stn. at Benllech and 
an war pa and fire stn. at Llangefni. 
on y ; lans for eight 
ton-under-Lyne.—BC approved p r 
Fong 2 Darnton-rd., for Mr. Hughes; new 
arch at Lees-rd., for Rev. William Kelly. 

i ead.—Plans submitted to BC:—Offices and 
a en of Price-st. and Park-st., for Stanley 
3. Caldwell & Co., Ltd.; boathouse at Canada Basin 
for National Dock Labour Brd., London. 

j Aackland.—An appeal has been made for 
canes restoration of St. Andrew’s Church for 
Vicar, Rev. C. C Greenwood. 

Blackpool.—Threlfalls Brewery Co., Ltd., propose 
— * Albert Hotel,”’ Lytham-rd.; ** Castle 
Hoel” Central-dr.: and ‘* George Hotel,’’ Central- 





uth.—Modernisation of property at 121. 
of ees. proposed by Abbey National 
Building Society. Architects, Ronald Ward & Ptars., 
17, Lowndes-st., SW1. 

Brandon. —UDC seek loan sanction £78,323 for erec- 
tion of 54 houses at Esh Winning. Council’s A, F. 
Hedley 

Brasnston (Northants).—Parish C. propose new 
village hall. Plans by Mr. R. Patrick, Member of 


Burnley.—TC propose inf. sch. in Brunshaw dis- 
t, £36,000 est.; Stage Il of Healey Hall and St. 
John's Hostels in three-year programme from April, 
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Bury.—Methodist Authorities propose long-term 
plan for erection of Church at Brandlesholme estate, 
Rev. W. Challenor. 

Buxton.—TC to invite tenders for 26 terraced houses 
at Victoria Park No. 3 site. 

Chelford.—Radio-astronomical telescope 300 _ ft. 
high to be erected at Jodrell Bank, at cost £336,000. 
tion expected to take three-four years. Cost to 
be shared between Nuffield Foundation and DSIR. 
Consulting E for main building, Husband & Co., 383, 
Giossop-rd., Sheffield, 10. 

Coventry.—Work to commence shortly on new 
wury hotel at Broadgate, £400,000 est. 

Cumberland.—Proposed Cleator Moor RC sec. sch. 
1 cost £94,000 and accommodate 360 children is in- 
cuded in next year’s sch. building programme by EC. 
~EC to acquire site at Distington for proposed prim. 
sh.—EC considering the conversion of premises at 
Maryport into temporary girls’ sec. sch. Cty. A 
J. H. Haughan, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

_ Darlington.—H. B. Richardson, 3, Skinnergate, 
Darlington, is architect for proposed offices at Four 
Riggs, for C.-M. Varley & Co., Ltd., agricultural 
mivers, etc., Tubweli-row, Darlington. 

Durham.—County EC authorised by MoE to spend 
*58.000 next year on first instalment of scheme for 
echnical college at Bishop Auckland. 

, Derham.—T A. Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., 

_ Shields, architects for pithead baths at Walker- 
gale 

Durham.—County 
ices at Burt-terrace 
Y Association, 3( 





Territorial Assoc. propose new 
Drill Hall, Gateshead. Plans 
, Old Elvet, Durham. 


_Eeeles.—Plans submitted to BC:—Pump-house and 
control-room at Bentcliffe works, Salters-la., for 
tankro Chemicals, Ltd 

Gateshead. —Drawing offices to be built at factory 
a works of Hugh Wood & Co., Ltd., North-Eastern 
pading Estate, Dunston, Gateshead. Plans by 
pod Cotton & B Haymarket House, Newcastle- 
caiateshead. North-Eastern Trading Estate, Dunston, 
vatesiead, have prepared plans to extend factory 
ecupied by Burrell & Maurice. 

Halifax.—TC i ini 
’ C propose erectio rary clinic 
in Chapeltown ared ee 

Hebburn-on-Tyne. 


tional } UDC i in addi- 
tional housing land trying to obtai 


} icar Monkton Cokeworks. 
tuned eam Tyee. Engineers for proposed £6m. road 
Tyne — Tyne between Jarrow and Howdon for 
son, 9 — Joint Com. will be Mott, Hay & Ander- 
seek G Iddesicigh House, London, SW1. Authorities 
Leeds ment permission to proceed with scheme. 
Renee approved six shops at Southleigh estate, 
ry-td.; four houses and shops at Green-la. 





THE BUILDER 


and Woodland-hill, Halton; six houses with shops 
and garages at The Avenue and The Drive, Alwoodley: 
and four shops and four maisonettes with eight 
garages at The Crescent, Adel. 


Morpeth.—TC to consider erection of old people’s 
houses. BE, F. K. Perkins. 

Morpeth.—J. Jobling & Co. seek permission to 
proceed with erection of hotel at Stobhillgate and 
scheme being supported by Morpeth TC. Architect, 
S. H. Lawson, Emerson-chbrs., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne,—Housing Com. preparing plans 
for 108 flats at total cost £179,000 on new estate at 
Fawdon. City A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market, 
Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —Welfare Com. purchased 
** Hermiston,”’ Jesmond Park-rd., for conversion to 
hostel fer 24 old people. Plans by City A, G. Ken- 
yon, 18, Cloth-market. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Airport Com. recommend City 
C to spend £150,000 on improvements to Woolsington 
Airport. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Town Improvement .and Streets 
Com. recommend City C to spend £12,000 on con- 
struction of district surveyor’s depot at Iris Brickfield. 
City E, P. Parr, Town Hall. 

Padiham.—UDC seck loan £27,588 for 24 bunga- 
lows at St. John’s-rd. estate. 

Preston.—-TC propose new fire stn.—To consider 
provision of central bus stn. in vicinity of North-rd. 

Salford.—PC Council of Church of Ascension, 
Broughton, propose erection of new rectory. 

Scarborough.—Plans submitted to BC:—Coach stn. 
at Westwood, for East Yorks Motor Services, Ltd., 
architects, Gelder & Kitchen, 120, Alfred Gelder-st., 
Hull; extension to bakery at 54, Gladstone-st., for 
Wrays Bakeries, Ltd., architects, Alderson & Allen, 
32, St. Nicholas-st. Scarborough; factory at Castle-rd., 
for Sportocraft, Ltd.; warehouse at Sherwood-st., for 
Woodlands Dairy, Ltd., architects, Alderson & Allen, 
32, St. Nicholas-st., Scarborough: factory, Seamer-rd., 
for Quartons (Scarborough), Ltd., architects, Wilkin- 
son. Smith & Brittlebank, Martins Bank-chbrs., Scar- 
borough. 

Sheffield.-—Loan sanction received and work to start 
immediately on new College of Commerce and Tech- 
nology. Site preparation by Public Works Dept., £im, 
plus. 

South Kestevea.—RDC recommends negotiation of 
tender with Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., for erection of 
28 houses at Folkingham, 30 at Billingborough, and 
32 at Morton. Land to be purchased at Rippingale 
for construction of 30 Wimpey houses. 

Southpert.—TC approved layout plans for 256 
houses, flats and maisonettes at rear of Radnor-dr. 
and Emmanuel-rd. 

Stockport.—TC propose residential home for aged 
at Alvanley-cres., Adswood; conversion of a home at 
Clifton Park-rd., Davenport, as home tur aged. 

Sadbury.—No objection was offered by Trent River 
Brd. to proposals of Railway Executive, LMR, to re- 
place seven-span railway bridge over river Dove at 
Sudbury. a 

Sunderland.—St. Cecilia RC authorities granted site 
near Cedars Park for proposed church, hall, and pres- 
bytery. Work on project may begin by end of year. 

Sunderland.—MoF expected to begin work in 
December on erection of new abattoir. 

Tynemouth.—Corp. TP Com. approved in principle 
layout plan for Kennersdene estate, providing for 
blocks of three-storey flats, two-storey maisonettes 
and plots for detached and semi-detached houses. 
Architects, A. J. Seal & Partners, Eastbourne. 

Tynemouth.—TC preparing plans to start building 
800 houses on completion of their present building 
programme. Plans by BS, D. M. O’Herhily. __ 
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_ West —Mauchlen & Weightman, 12, 
Saville-row, Newcastle-on-Tyne, architects for erec- 
tion of two houses in Easington-rd. and four in How- 
beck-la., for Durham County TA & AF Assoc. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

+ hoe accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
5. 


_Ashington.—Alterations and additions to the 
Government Buildings at Ashington: *R. Carse & Sons, 
Prospect-rd., Amble, Northumberiand. 

Belper.—10 pairs of traditional houses at Smaliey, 
for RDC: *Vic Hallam. Ltd., Langley Mill, £1,145 


each, 


Birmingham.—84 ‘‘ Easiform’’ houses at Fern 
poe estate, for TC: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., 
ondon. 


Bowland.—Six houses at Newton, for RDC: a 
Banks & Son, Ltd., Waddington, Clitheroe, S0.278 
Bradford.—120 houses at Thorpe Edge estate, for 
TC: *T. A. Rae, 3, Green-cl., Bullroyd-la., 
ford, £161,209. 

Brixworth (Northants).—10 houses at Holcot, for 
eS E. Sane ee, oe. £13,466; 12 at 
ave: orpe: sD ter Son, a i 
borough, £16,182. + “ener 
Carlisle.—Rebuilding fire-destroyed grandstand, for 
Carlisle AFC. _ Architects, Johnston & Wright, 13, 
Castle-st., Carlisle: *John Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd. 
Carlisle. ‘Cost, about £19,000. ‘ 
Carlisle.—Erection of 18 houses at Harra f 
City C: *A. S. Nixon, Ltd., Lowther-st., Carlisle” = 


Cowes (IoW).—22 cottages at East Cowes and Whip- 


ry mag with sewage disposal units, for UDC. 
W. H. Brading & Sons, East Cowes .. . £10,687 
Jas. Ball & Sons, Cowes - a .. 10,180 
T. Westbrook & Son, Cowes .. ap ig eee 
*Westridge Construction Co., 86, High-st., 

Ryde, loW oe : : “~ 8,303 


Eccles.—306 dwellings at the Brookhouse estate, for 
TC: *Bower Moffatt & Co., Ltd., Park-st., Man- 
chester 3, £174,970; £146,021; £81,127. 84 flats at 
Mill site, Church-st.: *Wm. Gornall & Sons, Ltd., 
Salford, £134,443. 

Gateshead.—Work has started on the erection of 
pithead baths at Watergate Colliery, near Gateshead, 
for the Durham Divisional Coal Brd. Architects, 
T. A. Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields: 
*R. C. Williamson (Durham), Ltd., Rowlands Gill, 
£94,000, 

Glasgow,—Erection of a prestressed concrete bridge 
across the Clyde, for Corporation. The bridge will 
be 335 ft. long, have five spans and will cost in the 
region of £40,000: *Melvilie, Dundas & Whitson, Ltd. 

Hackney.—Construction of nine dwellings at the 
Forest-rd. (No. 3) housing site, for BC: tW. Shurmur 
& Sons, Ltd., Riverside Works, Upper Clapton, ES 
£14,994. 

Hackney.—152 dwellings at the Rutland-rd. housing 
site, for BC: {Thomas and Edge, Ltd., 25, Greens 
End, SE18, £278,574. 

Hackney.—Erection of eight dwellings on the 
—— housing site, for BC: {Direct labour, 

2,050. 

Islington.—Erection of 70 dwellings on the Mild- 
may Centre housing site:— 


Halse & Sons, Ltd., SE18_.. .. £157,229 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., SWI .. . 156,317 
Dove Bros., Ltd., NI .. R- 155,789 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., W1 152,789 
tRowley Bros., Ltd., Tower Works, Dunloe- 

ave., N ae Ae 152,702 


Lambeth.—Work for BC. Erection of 224 flats with 
incidental works: ?J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., £468,200. 
Erection of 97 flats with incidental werks: tM. J. 
Giceson (Contractors), Ltd., £192,988. Both nego- 
tiated tenders. 

Lanarkshire.—Extensions to the Thornliebank fac- 
tory of Henry Higgin & Co., Ltd.: *Frederick Braby 
& Co., Ltd., Petershill-rd., Springburn, Glasgow, NE. 

Leyland.—136 dwellings, Broadfield estate, for UDC. 
F. D. Howe, MiMunE, E&S: *Middieton & Co. 
oe na Ltd., Bank-st. sidings, Blackpool, 

Liverpool.—Erection of sec. mod. sch. at South- 
dene, Kirkby, for Lancs EC: *C. J. Doyle & Sons, 
Ltd., Mount Pleasant, Liverpool. 

London (British Railways).—Erection of a new 
£11,000 brick-built amenities block for the staff at 
Stoke-on-Trent carriage sidings, for London Midland 
Region: *C. Cornes & Sons, Hanley, Staffs. 

London (Metro Police).—Contracts placed by 
Metropolitan Police: Erection of four flats and two 
maisonettes at 31, Cedars-rd., Clapham: *H. T. Oliver 
& Sons, £14,720. Erection of cight maisonettes at 
20-22, Hillmarton-rd., Islington: *Robert Hart & Sons, 
Ltd., £16,052. 

London (MoW).—Contracts placed by MoW during 
week ended September 12, 1953:— 

London: National Portrait Gallery, Trafalgar-sq 
reconstruction of east wing of sculpture ’ 
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Galbraith Bros., Ltd., Sloane-sq., SW1; 18-25 (except 
19), 31 and 33, Sloane-gdns., SW3, alterations and 
renovations, William Willett, Lid., Sloane-sqg., SW1; 





a ET RES 





UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


= 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


— = 











ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5 .5. 0 pa. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 





Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines} 
Telegrams: ““EFEMBE, Holb., London” 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 














THE BUILDER 


2, Downshire-hill, Hampstead, NW, conversion to 
offices, T. C. Waterman, Ltd., 187-189, Whitechapel- 
rd., El. Cambridge: Mepal, NAB Polish Hostel, 
nr. Ely, erection of partitions, F. Peachey & Sons, 
The Holmes, Townsend, Soham, Cambs. Car- 
marthen: PO and TE, weatherproofing to walls, 
Clark and Fenn, Ltd., 16, Old Town, London, 
SW4. Essex: NAB Housing Site No. 7, Kelvedon, 
adaptations, Adams and Mortimer, Ltd., Chipping 
Hill, Witham, Essex. Glamorgan: HPO, Wind-st., 
Swansea, rebuilding damaged portion of gable end, 


Bennett Bros. (Contrs.), Ltd., Heathfield Works, 
Swansea 
Hampshire: War Dept., Barton Stacey Camp, 


Andover, erection of officers’ married quarters, Thos. 
King & Sons (Builders), Ltd., Abbotts Ann, Andover; 
OSO, London-rd., Southampton, internal redecorations, 
A. B. Ross, 18, Shirley-ave., Southampton. Northum- 
hberland: Govt. Bidgs., Woodhorn-rd., Ashington, 
alterations and additions, R. Carse & Son, Ltd., 15, 
Prospect-rd., Amble. Worcester: M/Supply, TRE, 
Main Site, Malvern, erection of fencing and gates, 
W. James, builders and contractors, Upper Colwell, 
Malvern; War Office, TOB, Worcester-rd., Droitwich, 
repairs to rendering, A. J. Pepper, Ltd., 7, Severn- 
st., Worcester Yorkshire: Prison Commission, 
Kingston-upon-Hull, erection of 20 houses and ex- 
ternal works, F. Bilton, Ltd., 83-7, Wincoilmbe, Hull, 
Yorks 

€London (War Dept.).—-Works contracts placed by 
WD during week ended September 12:— 


Lanarkshire: Heating installation, G. N. Haden & 
Sons, Ltd., Glasgow: Concrete construction, Angus 
M. Macdougall & Co., Ltd., Glasgow. Leicester- 
shire: Painting and decorating, F. Labbett & Sons, 
Nottingham Cumberland: Road repairs, Border 
Engineering Contractors, Ltd., Carlisle. Hampshire: 
Building, H. G. Ross & Sons, Ltd., Southampton. 


Somersetshire: Building, J. Biddiscombe & Sons, 
Shepton Mallet. Hampshire: Central heating re- 
newal, F. Church, Oxford Lancashire: Building, 
James Tomkinson & Co., Ltd., Liverpool 
Staffordshire: Building, John Bowen & Sons, Ltd., 
Birmingham, Pembrokeshire: Building work, George 
Argent & Co., Ltd., Pembroke. Lancashire: Paint- 
ing, Woodfall & Rimmer, Ltd., Southport. Stafford- 


shire: Road repairs, Sir Alfred McAlpine & Son, 
Ltd., Wolverhampton. Brecknockshire: Road re- 
pairs, Gulistan Road Constructions, Ltd., Leamington 
Spa. Cheshire: Miscellaneous, E. Williams & Sons 





BROAD-ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


cut easier —cut cost 


| COT On. ae) 
LONDON, W.2 


LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF 
PADdington 706! 











WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 














September 25 1953 


(Builders), Ltd., Birkenhead. Co. Down- 
gates, Guiney & Lee, Belfast. Midlothiea: 
William McKerracher, Glasgow. : 
Mane «—New showrooms at 
British Colonial Furnishing Co., Lig +) 
Sons, Ltd., Swinton, nr. Manchester Gerrard & 
_ Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 108 “pee... 
tional ’’ houses and roads and sewers on the adi 
estate, for City C. City A, G. Kenyon 18 awdon 
market, Newcastle: *Wimpey & Co., Lid ear 
House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, £179,000.” rhard 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of & 
Kenton North estate, for City C. City a G 
yon, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle: *¢ ueniee (Can 
tors), Ltd., The Drive, Gosforth, £107.39 ~~ 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 21 three-cior 
flats in Guildford-pl. and Cheltenham-ter., for Cin 
G. Kenyon, City A, 18, Cloth-market herd 
*John Twiname, Ltd., Cockermouth, £26 63%. _— 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Work is in hand on alteratior 
and additions to premises in Barrack-rd.. for Chon. 
Leach, Ltd., sweet manufacturers. Archie. 
Wetherell & Lamb, “ Tweedholme,” Picton-pi.. Ne 
castle: *Thomas Hutchinson & Co., Wansbe ~k H wag 
Elswick-rd., Newcastle. eee 


Fencing & 
Painting. 


1 houses on the 








North Riding.—Erection of new Saltburn Mars 
cty. inf. sch., for EC: *W. J. Emmerson, Trenhoime 
rd., Middlesbrough, £37,748 (subject to Mot 
approval). 


Nottingham.—Erection 
schs., at Listowel-cres., 
Nottingham. 

Rawtenstall.—132 houses at Stachills : 
*A. Spencer, 31, Bold-st., Accrington, £145.74 

Rochdale.—Extensions at Drake-st., for the “ R 
dale Observer’: *R. & T. Howarth. Ltd., Rochda! 

Salisbury and Wilton (Wilts).—Erection of 12 
at Bishopstone No, 2 site, for RD¢ 
struction Co., Ltd., £16,921 (revised tender) 

Sheffield.—-50 houses on Greenhi!!-Bradway esta: 
for TC: *M. J. Gleeson, Ltd., Sheffield, £64,853 

Sowerby Bridge.—78 houses for UDC: *W. Parker 
& Son, Ltd. (extension to contract) 

Stafford.—24 houses at Council-way and Steadmar 
cres., for BC: *Wm. Whittington, Ltd., Ettingsha 
rd., Wolverhampton, £31,311. 

Stoke Newington.—Erection of 22 flats on the site 
of 10-18 (even), Victorian-gr.: tDirect labour, £42.18! 
(In lieu of previously accepted tender.) 

Stone.—-Four bungalows at Oulton, for RDC: *Frost 
& Co., Ltd., High-la., Brown Edge, Stoke-on-Trent 
£7,034. 

Sunderland.—Erection of four shops and flats 


of Milford inf 
Clifton 


*Bosworth & ( 


and 


estate, for T 








the Hill View estate, for TC. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop. 3 
*J, Pren- # 


Grange House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland 
tice, Sunderland, £16,930. 

Sunderland.—Erection of 82 houses. for RDC. Sur- 
veyor, C. Emmerson, 1, Esplanade, Sunderland 
*Direct Labour. 








THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING C°L" 


SALES,HIRE 


ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL; LOUGHTON 5022 
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GALBRAITH 
| BROTHERS LIMITED 
b BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
: & ENGINEERS 
Waterloo 5474 | Registered Office: Wert: 
ae ; 61 BARTHOL CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
(3 lines) | TI ruil CLOSE ja 
MONarch 7597-8 Bexleyheach 5651-4 
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